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God calls MacPherson Presbyterian Church
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to make disciples, and to be His witness.

As we bid farewell to Christmas 2018 and look
ahead to 2019, may we pause to consider all the
blessings of MacPherson Church that this picture
contains: faith, family, love, and worship of our
Savior in a beautiful Sanctuary, on a piece of land
dedicated to His Glory since 1793.



RENAISTRE

Pastor Jim

| am sure that as you read the title of this article, you may
be thinking that | am either making up words or speaking in
tongues. | assure you that I am not making up words but
rather using the Old Frenchword~ R e n a i, sneaniegito
"t o be ., asthe methogby which I

may garner your curiosity. | hope it /

works.

The word "~ R e n a islmaites thee game //

root as the word ~ R nic ep

be compared with the idea of revival or

renewal. In either case, this is what is

needed not only in the Christian community but more per-
sonally among Christians. Renaistre must happen in two
ways. First Renaistre needs to happen as a first-order con-
cern among those who call themselves Christian.

Jesus speaking with Nicodemus declares:

Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of the
water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed

that | said to you, ~You must

blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do
not know where it comes from and where it is going;
so is everyone who is born of the Spirit. (John 3:5-8)

If you are one who has experienced~ R e n a iorshasr e u
been “born againpu then takel ti
derful gift of second birth. If, on the other hand, you have

never met or known Jesus as your Savior, Redeemer, and
Lord, then now is the perfect time to tell Jesus that you are
a sinner in need of forgivenes
of salvation.




The secondway = R e n a imsist hagoen is within the
Christian community as a whole in the relentless and faith-

ful proclamation of God3s G
Christian community has fixated on the idea of correcting all
of society?®s injustices whi

reason for the Church3s exi
mission to the world and proclaiming Jesus Christ for the
salvation of humanity!

Another way to look at these two areas of great concern is
to recognize the need for a
tian community so that the Church understands the pur-
pose for which the Church was called into existence. Con-
cisely, churches should be transformative in

the lives of those who come, which in turn

should be transformative within our commu-

nities. In a 2012 Barna survey, only 26 per-

cent of those surveyed stated that their lives [ ]

were either transformed or greatly influ-

enced by attendance in church. In the same

survey, nearly half of those surveyed, 46 percent,
responded that their lives had not changed at all as a result
of their church attendance.*

To summarize: half of all church goers experience no
change in their lives as a result of being part of a church
and only one quarter claim that they have been trans-
formed. David Kinnaman, president of Barna Group, ex-
plains the research: ~ Mil i
church experiences to be lacking. [Therefore, as we are]
entering the New Year, [churches should] consider spend-
ing time thinking and praying how your faith community can
identify, plan, and measure a deeper, more holistic set of
experiences and outcomes so that people are not mere ob-
servers of ministry ?but gen
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In response to these survey results | offer two thoughts.
First, church leaders, both clergy and lay, need to be the
examples to their congregations. They do this by following
Jesus3® example of servant |
diligent study of Scripture, and faithful participation in the
worship and evangelistic life of the church. Second, each
participant in church should prayerfully prepare themselves
each time they participate in a church function or activity.
After all, you will only get out of any church activity based
upon what you put into your preparation.

If we can at least do these things described in this article,
then we can enjoy the abundant blessingsof " Re n a il
this new year let us covenant together to enjoy a spiritual
"Renai ssance. [

Until the nets are full,
Pastor Jim

thttps://www.barna.com/research-type/research-releases/ January 8th
2012
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Sermon Information for January

9 January 6: What Do We Do with a Baby?
Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12
Rev. Cynthia Brasher preaching

1 January 13: The Leadership Example
John 13:1-20, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-9

9 January 20: The Hardest Thing to Do
Genesis 50:15-21, John 20:19-23

9 January 27: Close to God
Psalm 73:25-28, Hebrews10:19-25

ead



Take Note: Changes in Office Hours

January 1 -9

While Rene and Pastor Jim are with the Russia Mis-
sion Team, the office will be closed January 2-4. The
office will be open limited morning hours January 7-9,
from 8:30 am until noon. Rene and Pastor Jim will be
back in the office regular hours starting Thursday, Jan-
uary 10 (weather and flights permitting!).

In addition . . .

When Rene returns from the Russia Mission trip, she
will keep new hours in the office:

Monday: 8 amto 4 pm
Tuesday: 8 amto 4 pm
Wednesday: 8:30 amto 6 pm
Thursday: 8 amto 4 pm
Friday: 7:30 am to noon

The most significant change is that she will be in the
office until 6:00 pm each Wednesday, which should as-
sist those who work and cannot see her for church
business between 8 and 4. She has already stayed
late a couple times in December, and it has worked out
well to be able to see congregation members who
would not normally get to conduct business with her
face-to-face! The other significant change is that the
office will now close at noon on Fridays, so please plan
accordingly. Give Rene a call if you have any ques-
tions.



Session Team Structure for 201
El der | nst al

APP
(C) Jim Wanovich
Neal Bullard
Awilda Reyes

Christian Education
(C) Dennis Reid
Scott Grumelot

Congregational Care

(C) Tanya Anderson
lzy Curtis
Susan Penland

Evangelism & Mission

(C) Scott Cummings
Mary Groening

Long Range Planning

(C) Buck Thrailkill
Cristy Grady

Worship & Music
(C) Julie Bekkering
Kim Perkins

Clerk of Session
Joseph Cade
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Since Fall 2017, MacPherson has been home to an Eng-
lish as a Second Language Class from FTCC. The class
meets from 9 am to noon in Room 233A. The students,
who are primarily Korean, also enjoy occasional times of
fellowship. Here is their annual Christmas party, which

they shared with the MacPherson staff. We are grateful to
have them at MacPherson and for all they share of their

culture with us while they are here!

!




PW Cordially invites all ladies . . .

PW cordially invites all ladies to our kickoff event of
2019: our annual Chili Supper. This event began
many years ago when Circles 4 and 5 decided to
meet together to start the new year. Now the Chili
Supper has expanded to include all the circles and
ANY women interested in joining us! You don't
have to be in a Circle to take part. All women in the
church are Presbyterian Women! What better way
to warm up in cold January than by sharing a bowl
of chili with friends? This year Circle 7 provides the
chili. We meet on January 15 at 6 o'clock in the
Fellowship Hall. Hope to see you that night.

The PW enjoyed fun & fellowship at the December Potluck
as Mary Mac McLean & Judy Connor
performed a special dance for attendees!
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Serving Hi s Chur

Sunday Morning Greeters: Joseph Cade, lzy Curtis

Elders on Call: Neal Bullard, Scott Grumelot, Susan Pen-
land, Kim Perkins

Devotional: Susan Penland

Ushers: Kim Perkins, Neal Bullard, Cristy Grady, Awilda
Reyes

Communion: Bill Groening, Cristy Grady, Susan Penland

Acolytes: Daniel Reid, Emerald Reid, Jezenia Reyes, Cath-
erine Cade

In Our Prayers

Please See Paper Copy in Church
For Complete Prayer List
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From Worship & Music . . .

Advent and Christmas are behind us. What a blessing it
was. The children presented their Christmas Musical, the
choir performed their Cantata, and we had a beautiful
Christmas Eve service with communion and candlelight as
we also welcomed Pastor Hank Bellamy and his family as
our guests.

Another year is dawning. Father, please let it be
another year of service and fellowship with you.
May we listen quietly for Your voice and
may everything we do be to Your glory. Amen

After all the blessings of Advent, we

will begin this year with a team going

to Russia. Our guest minister on Jan- :

uary 6 will be Rev. Cynthia Brasher,

the chaplain at Cape Fear Valley

Hospital. Many of you know her. She

has preached for us before, and she

and her husband Craig are attendees at our early service.

The following week, January 13, will be our Installation of

Elders. Please plan to attend this service and welcome our

new Session members as well as thank our retiring mem-

bers. Our Session needs your prayers for guidance as we
strive to do God3s will for ou

As you consider your service at MacPherson in 2019,

pl ease pray about volunteering
nursery. We are also in need of leaders for our Sunday
morning Children3s Church. Bot
once a month commitment, but if we can get more volun-

teers, it would not even be that often.

Our Worship & Music Team meets the first Thursday of

each month at 11:00 AM in the church parlor. We serve

lunch! If you are considering joining a team, you are wel-

come to join us! We?3|| take al

~ ~ Julie Bekkering
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A ~Supremel ypu Fun

Sixteen folks from MacPherson enjoyed a day of fun, fel-
lowship, and fabulous finds as they traveled to the Southern
Supreme store and bakery in Bear Creek, NC. They took a
tour of the bakery and production area, sampled delicious
treats, and shopped in the festive showroom and store.
Many items of Southern Supr eme
to Fayetteville including fruitcakes, nuts, candies, cookies,
preserves, relish-

es, jellies, and cof-

fees and teas. It

was a delightful

and tasty way to

spend a day during

the holiday season!
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