The MacPherson Press
January 2022
God calls MacPherson Presbyterian Church
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to make disciples, and to be His witness.

The Christmas Eve Living Nativity
was just one of the many sights and
sounds of this Christmas Season.
Turn to page 14 for a report from
Worship & Music and many more
pictures of MacPherson’s
celebrations this December!

A Story to Tell
PASTOR JIM
All of us have a story waiting to be told. You have one. The
stranger on the corner or in the supermarket, they each
have a story waiting to be told. I have a story to tell also. I
cannot tell your story or anyone else’s story; I can only
tell mine. I can share parts of
other people’s stories, but I
cannot tell another person’s
story. Every Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or any
time I gather with you, I
encourage you to tell your story with others. Perhaps you
have never thought about sharing your testimony as telling
a story, but this is precisely what your testimony is—your
autobiography—your very personal story as it relates to
your life with Jesus.
In each edition of the MacPherson Press newsletter in
2022, I plan to give you an installment or chapter of my
story. The reason I do this is to, I prayerfully hope, encourage all of you to ask the Lord to give you at least one opportunity each week to share your story with someone and
to first, invite them to meet Jesus, and second, invite them
to join you at church.
In this first installment I am providing you with a Biblical
and theological basis for sharing your story as well as my
understanding of why this is necessary. So I invite you to
join me on a very personal journey which I hope will encourage you to share your story. After all, sharing our stories is telling other people why Jesus is Good News in our
lives. Remember, Jesus commands, “Go into all the world
and preach the gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15).
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Before I lay out a Biblical case for sharing your stories, I
want to express a theological rationale for sharing your stories. The Church is called into existence by the Lord, and
as such each member of the Church, the Body of Christ,
has a responsibility under grace to live in obedience to Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. The Church has a very
specific mission. According to the PC(USA) Book of Order,
the Church must be engaged in God’s mission to the world.
We read from F-1.01 regarding our participation in God’s
mission:
The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to
the life and work of the Church. In Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of creation
and humanity by proclaiming to all people the good news
of God’s love, offering to all people the grace of God at font
and table, and calling all people to discipleship in Christ.
Human beings have no higher goal in life than to glorify
and enjoy God now and forever, living in covenant fellowship with God and participating in God’s mission.1
Since all people are called to be Christ Jesus’ disciples, it
stands to reason that those within particular churches, in
our case MacPherson Church, must
be in the business of making new
disciples. This is done initially by
sharing our stories with others and
inviting them to join us in church.
Professor and evangelist Scott J.
Jones writes, “To love non-Christian
persons without evangelizing them is not to love them well.
Loving God well means loving one’s non-Christian neighbor evangelistically and evangelizing one’s non-Christian
neighbor lovingly.”2 Loving our neighbors as we love ourselves requires us to tell others why Jesus is Good News
in our lives. How we love others is an expression of how
we love God.
Continued next page →
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In the book Discipleshift, we read how each person has
four spheres in their lives. These spheres are: relationship
to God, relationship with God’s family—the Church, home
life, and relationship to the world.3 Ideally, the last three all
intersect within our relationship to God through Jesus. It is
in this sphere where we are able to interact with the three
other spheres and share our stories in the process of disciple-making, thereby growing the Church, the Body of
Christ.
A last note before moving on to Biblical reasons for sharing
our stories: The MacPherson Presbyterian Church congregation adopted the following vision statement. “God calls
MacPherson Presbyterian Church to proclaim the Good
News of Jesus Christ, to make disciples, and to be His witness.” It is time for us to authentically live into this calling
from God as individuals and as a part of the Body of
Christ. Now for a Biblical understanding of why we must
share our stories.
As many of you are aware, I love to read and talk about
Jesus and the Bible story. There are many reasons undergirding why this is so. In this chapter I share with you a story that inspires me greatly regarding my Biblical understanding as to the reasons for sharing my story. I refer to
the story of the man “formerly known as Legion” found in
Mark 5:1-20. This Bible story actually begins in Mark 4:2629 when Jesus tells a parable about the kingdom of heaven. The parable reads:
26 And He [Jesus] was saying, “The kingdom of God is like
a man who casts seed upon the soil; 27 and he goes to
bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and
grows—how, he himself does not know. 28 The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then
the mature grain in the head. 29 But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle,
because the harvest has come.”
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This parable is about the way God’s eternal kingdom
grows, one seed at a time. You and I are the ones who
sow these seeds of faith in the hearts of others. Jesus
then follows up with another parable concerning the way
God’s kingdom grows. After these two parables are told,
Jesus and His disciples get into a boat to cross the sea.
Of course we know from our study of Scripture, Jesus is
sleeping in the stern of the boat during a terrible storm.
The disciples, afraid they may die because of the storm,
wake Jesus. Jesus commands the wind and sea to be still
and immediately everything is perfectly calm. Jesus then
asks, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no
faith?” (Mark 4:40).
Soon after, the boat with Jesus and the disciples arrives
at the far shore. Jesus did not bring the disciples here for
no reason. On the contrary: Jesus brought His disciples to
this precise location to teach a most important lesson regarding how God’s heavenly kingdom grows. Jesus had
the boat come ashore in the region of the Gerasenes,
which is a Gentile region. The people in this area may
have heard about Jesus, but they had not experienced
Jesus yet.
As Jesus and His disciples come ashore they encounter a
man demonically possessed. He comes to Jesus and the
demons possessing this man cry out, “What business do
we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? I implore you by God, do not torment me!” (Mark
5:7). Jesus then cast the demons out from the man and
gives them permission to enter into a herd of swine, which
then all run headlong off the cliff into the sea. The herdsmen ran off and reported this to the people of the area.
When the people came they witnessed Jesus sitting with
the formerly demon possessed man fully clothed and in
his right mind. The people of the area became
Continued next page →
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frightened and implored Jesus to leave the region. As Jesus was getting into the boat to leave, the man “formerly
known as Legion” was imploring Jesus to let him get in the
boat and go with Him. Oddly, Jesus said no. Jesus said
“No” not because He did not want the man to come with
Him but because He had a mission for the man. This mission was to go and tell his story. Mark records that Jesus
said, “Go home to your people and report to them what
great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had
mercy on you” (Mark 5:19).
Now you might think this is the end of the story but, it is really just the beginning. For the man, “formerly known as
Legion,” did exactly as Jesus commanded: “And he went
away and began to proclaim in Decapolis what great things
Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed” (Mark
5:20). Subsequently upon Jesus’ return to this Gentile area, “Immediately the people recognized Him, and ran about
the whole country and began to carry here and there on
their pallets those who were sick, to the place they heard
He was. Wherever He entered villages, or cities, or countryside, they were laying the sick in the market places, and
imploring Him that they might just touch the fringe of His
cloak; and as many as touched it were being cured” (Mark
6:54-56).
Notice this second sojourn to this area is very different from
the first. This second time the people, having heard the story—the testimony—of the man “formerly known as Legion,”
rush to bring all who needed healing to Jesus, and they
were healed.
Our stories can have an equally remarkable impact upon
others if we would only share them. I told many of you in
the past I do not worry about whether or not I am relevant
to today’s culture and society. I am more concerned about
making a positive impact upon people’s lives. I hope you
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will see over the next year what the distinction between relevance and impact are with regard to a person’s life.
The great 19th century hymnist Fanny J. Crosby penned
these words: “Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it; Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; redeemed through His
infinite mercy, His child, forever I am.”4 These words from
Crosby express very clearly why I cannot stop talking
about Jesus, the Son of God in flesh.
So, now that I have presented an introduction to what may
in effect be the makings of an autobiography. I hope you
will prayerfully over the coming year reflect upon your story
and discover ways to share it with others. Sharing our stories is, after all, the only way to grow a church. And should
any of you want to share your stories with me, I will be delighted to either read or listen. Perhaps you may even want
to write your story for the MacPherson Press.
Until the nets are full,
Pastor Jim

____________________________
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January Sermon Information
January 2: A New Heart
Ezekiel 11:14-21; Romans 6:1-11
January 9: Be an Example
Numbers 27:15-23; 1 Timothy 4:11-16
January 16: Don’t Fear the People
Proverbs 29:25-27; John 12:20-43
January 23: Walk with the Lord
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Revelation 3:1-6
January 30: TBD

E-Giving at MacPherson
• Text macpres to 73256 then click the

link to complete your gift.
• Download the Abundant Giving app to easily & securely
give by Smart Phone
• Click on Give Now at
www.macphersonchurch.com

E-Giving Is Easy as 1-2-3!
Give It a Try in 2022!!
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From the Finance Team
Just a few quick notes from the Finance Team:
• HEADS UP! We have instituted a big change
this year. In an effort to reduce the number of
giving envelopes ordered, we have renumbered
the envelopes. Each of us now has a new number associated with our name. If you don’t know
your new number yet don’t fret. As long as we
know your name we’ll ensure that your giving is
credited to you. Thanks for embracing this
change.
• We are in the process of researching all the ins
and outs associated with procuring a digital
sign. As we know more, we’ll keep you posted.
• Lastly, thanks to all who returned pledge cards.
The finance team is busy finalizing the 2022
budget and those pledge cards are a big help.
And if you have not yet turned in a pledge card,
it’s not too late!
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From the MacPherson Men
The MacPherson Men will meet to continue their
fellowship and ministry into the New Year on Saturday, January 15, 2022.
All men and youth
are invited to gather
for a hearty breakfast in the Fellowship Hall at 7:30 am.
Breakfast will be followed by a brief devotion, repair and
upgrade of the Nativity Scene components, discussion on construction of steps to the fire pit, and consideration of
any additional opportunities to pursue service to
the Lord in the community.
Please RSVP to the Church office if you will be attending. Also, please add the following Saturday
morning meeting dates to your 2022 calendars:
March 19, May 21, July 16, September 17, and
November 19. If you have questions or comments, contact David Hesnard or Steve Thrasher
for details.
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News from Boy Scout Troop 771
The Boy Scout program at MacPherson
continues to provide opportunities for our
youth to learn, experience, and grow into
their future through character development
and values-based leadership training. Troop
771 held their Winter 2021 Court of Honor (pictures
below) to recognize rank advancements, award merit
badges, and celebrate achievements to include completion of Eagle Scout projects and opportunities to
attend future National and World Scouting events.
Scout Law
A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and
reverent.
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Just a Few Dates
Left . . .
. . . for the 2022 Flower
Calendar! Sign up next
time you’re at church or call Rene in the office
and she’ll be happy to put your name down for
you! At time of printing, available dates are: 1/9,
2/6, 3/13, 7/10, 7/31, 8/7, 8/28, 10/2, 10/23,
10/30.

Here are the Youth in action for a recent Sunday
Morning Fellowship Light Breakfast. Several teams
serve on rotating weeks and months, serving everything from doughnuts and muffins to fresh-made
hot breakfast items. A
serving team schedule
is posted on the steam
table in the kitchen.
The teams can always
use a helping hand!
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Session Structure 2022
Clerk of Session:
Jim Wanovich
APP
Steve Thrasher
(Chair)
Jose Cardona

Worship & Music
Mary Groening
(Chair)
Megan Ray
Kim Perkins

Finance
Mary Groening
Christian Education (Chair)
Bill Groening (Chair) Steve Thrasher
Awilda Reyes
Bill Groening
David Hesnard
Congregational
Don Mollett
Care
Buck Thrailkill
David Hesnard
One Trustee
(Chair)
Tanya Anderson
Neal Bullard
E&M
Don Mollett (Chair)
Scott Cummings
Long Range
Planning
Buck Thrailkill (Chair)
Joe McArthur

Trustees
Tommy Dent
John Wilson
Bill Kern
Treasurers
Mary Groening
Liz Hart
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From Worship and Music
Welcome to the New Year—2022!
As the pictures on the following pages show (pp. 15-19),
December was a busy and joy-filled month at MacPherson. Throughout the month we celebrated the birth of
our Savior. The sanctuary was filled with Christmas lights,
greenery, and the joyous sound of Christmas carols. A
wonderful Christmas Cantata on the 19th was a real
blessing. Our youth took charge of Christmas Eve, making it very special indeed. They began the evening with a
live nativity and followed that with the Christmas Eve worship service.
The young people have set an example for us all. Just as
they are actively participating in worship, we too need to
be active participants. Recent events have allowed us to
take a more passive role in worship. Let us resolve to
make 2022 a year of active, engaged participation. We—
that’s you and I—are the church, and we need each of us
to share our gifts, talents, and time. Thank you in advance for doing so.
In the midst of all the celebration, we bid farewell to Beth
Walters as our Music Director. This was a bittersweet
parting. We will certainly miss Beth. She put in so much
time and effort with the music, the choir, the handbells,
the M&Ms. That’s the bitter part; the sweet part is that we
enjoyed her talents for as long as we did! We wish her the
very best as she steps into her “full-time Grandma” role.
Thank you Beth!
Serve the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.
Psalm 100:2
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Christmas 2021 at
MacPherson started
with preparations
for the annual
Hanging of the
Greens Service . . .
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A gingerbread house
competition was the
centerpiece of the
Youth Caroling &
Christmas Party. After
some fun in the Fellowship Hall, they all headed to Heritage Place to
sing for the residents!
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And at last . . . Christmas Eve!
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From Congregational Care
It is 2022! Time for the obligatory failed resolutions, overspending angst, remembrances of past follies, and anticipation of future successes. Looking forward to this new year,
perhaps we should take a different direction in our faith journey. Jesus’s purpose for our lives is captured in John 10:10
where the Apostle John records Jesus’ good shepherd conversation and closes with “... I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly.”
The Psalmist encourages us to live in abundant righteousness in Psalm 37:16 stating, “Better is the little that the righteous has than the abundance of many wicked.” The Sage
invites us to seek an abundance of counselors in Proverbs
11:14 with, “Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in
an abundance of counselors there is safety.” He also requests us to avoid haste and plan diligently in Proverbs 21:5
suggesting, “The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty.”
The Apostle Paul inspires Timothy to live with contentment in
1 Timothy 6:6-7 with
“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought
nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of
the world.” Finally, the prophet Isaiah writes in 41:10, “…fear
not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I
will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you
with my righteous right hand.”
Perhaps we should live 2022 righteously, with a fellowship of
counselors, in diligent plans and minimal haste, with a generous amount of contentment, faith, and belief in the Lord.
Then life in Jesus is possible in the new year without the
failed resolutions, angst, and past follies. Not easy but certainly with eternal consequences. In this new year – live and
share life abundantly in-person, with kindness, gentleness,
and love as Jesus calls us to faith, belief, and action. Happy
New Year!
~ ~ In Prayer and Service,
David
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Keep In Prayer

See paper copy for this content
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From Evangelism & Mission
Scott Cummings, Chairperson
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will
be given to him—James 1:5.
If you are smack-dab in the middle of a crises today, cry
out to God. Tell Him exactly how you feel. He can handle
it. Someone once told me that God is not embarrassed by
the honesty of our prayers. Get gut-level honest with God
and tell him how badly you hurt, how angry you are, and
that you need His help to get through this crises. Don’t
worry about God—He can deal with this.
~ ~ John Hull and Tim Elmore

In 2022, the E&M team will strive to keep members informed of local missions and strides to reach out to the
surrounding communities and spread the Good News of
Jesus Christ. A personal thanks to the many contributions
and accomplishments made by members of the Church
and the E&M team in 2021.
This year Highland Church served 2,150 meals to the
Fayetteville’s hungry, homeless, and needy for Thanksgiving. MacPherson continued to support Highland with 100
pies and $100 for turkeys.
MacPherson Church contributed 52 Operation Christmas
Child (OCC) shoeboxes this
year. Faymont Baptist Church
was one of the Fayetteville area collection points and
shipped 27,419 OCC shoeboxes.
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Upcoming Events
January 16 & 23 (Sunday)—Russian Mission Trip Information Meeting for those interested in being part of the
MacPherson visiting team. The briefing will be in the Fellowship Hall for 2022 trip planning, 5 PM. All welcomed to
attend.
January 21 (Friday)—MacPherson Church Operation
INSMUCH breakfast support from 7-9 AM; four volunteers
are needed. If volunteering, please notify Scott Cummings,
scott.cummings@live.com or call (910) 916-3626.
February 25 (Friday)—Operation INASMUCH ‘Bread and
Bowl’ at Snyder Baptist Church.
If you have ideas, concerns, or a passion for our outreach
and mission efforts, please contact Barney Treneman, Bill
Kern, Scott Cummings or Don Mollett, or join us on Thursday, January 6, 7 PM, room 228, for fellowship and God’s
work with the E&M team.

What Goes Up . . .
. . . Must Come Down!
Everyone is invited to come out on Monday, January 3 at 1:00 pm to help
take down the Christmas
decorations! That big tree
doesn’t un-assemble itself!
Many hands make light
work—and we need yours
on Monday, January 3 at
1:00 pm!
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6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220,
#221, #224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205)

7:30 am Monday Morning Prayer
Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
7:00 pm Cub Scouts (#224 &
#227)

3

1:00 pm Take Down Christmas
Decoations
7:30 am Monday Morning Prayer
Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
7:00 pm Cub Scouts (#224 & #227)
8:00 pm Pack Committee (#233A)

6:00 pm Family Night Activity (FH)
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Communion
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm Young Disciples (#227)

Youth Winter Retreat
Lake Junaluska

January 31

January 30

Tuesday

Monday

Sunday

5:30 pm Worship & Music (FH)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
7:30 pm Christian Ed (Zoom)
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Wednesday

7
7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (FH/YouTube)
7:00 pm E & M (#228)
7:00 pm Congregational Care (FH/
Zoom)

Friday

6

Thursday

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
January 2022
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Happy New Year!

Saturday
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17

16

24

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
7:00 pm Cub Scouts (#224 &
#227)
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Food Drive
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm M & Ms
5:00 pm Russia Mission Trip
Information Meeting (FH)

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Holiday
OFFICE CLOSED

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
7:00 pm Cub Scouts (#224 &
#227)

Centsability Offering
Ordination/Installation
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm M&Ms
12:30 pm Session (#205)

12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH, K)
12:15pm Young Disciples (#227)
5:00 pm Russia Mission Trip
Information Meeting (FH)
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6:00 pm Girl Scouts (#220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205)
6:00 pm Circle 7 (FH)
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6:00 Chili Supper (FH/K)
6:00 pm Girl Scouts (#220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205)
7:00 pm Troop Committee Meeting
(#233)
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6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205)
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5:00 pm Finance (#205)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (FH/YouTube)

Youth Winter Retreat
Lake Junaluska
Bus Reserved

28

27

7:00 am Operation Inasmuch
Breakfast Support
7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (FH/YouTube)

26

21

20

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
6:00 pm Choir
6:45 pm Handbells
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

10:00 am Circle 5 (P)
6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (FH/YouTube)
7:00 pm Eagle Board of Review
(#224, #227)

6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
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13

12

Youth Winter Retreat
Lake Junaluska

29
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7:00 am MacPherson Men
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January 2022 – Live Life Abundantly
Verse 1 – Jesus Said Live Life Abundantly
John 10:10
“... I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
Verse 2 – Live in Abundant Righteousness
Psalm 37:16
“Better is the little that the righteous has than the
abundance of many wicked.”
Verse 3 – Seek an Abundance of Counselors
Proverbs 11:14
“Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an
abundance of counselors there is safety.”
Verse 4 – Avoid Haste – Plan Diligently
Proverbs 21:5
“The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance,
but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty.”
Verse 5 – Live with Contentment
1 Timothy 6:6-7
“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we
brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take
anything out of the world.”
Verse 6 – Pray for the Leaders of Habitat for Humanity, Operation Inasmuch and Our City
Psalms 127:1
“Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it
labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the
city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”
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January Birthdays

See paper copy for this content
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Thank you,
Beth, for all
you’ve done
for
Macpherson
Church!

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
3525 Cliffdale Road, Fayetteville NC 28303
(910) 867-2113
church@macphersonchurch.com
www.macphersonchurch.com
Pastor
Church Secretary
René Bahrenfuss
Organist
Pam Arthur
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