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God calls MacPherson Presbyterian Church
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to make disciples, and to be His witness.

Save the Date!!

Vacation Bible School
July 17-21, 2022

My Story: Beginnings
PASTOR JIM
It may surprise you just a little when I say I found it difficult
to determine where and how to start writing “My Story.”
Should I begin with my
childhood years or in eternity? After all, Paul writes,
“He [God] chose us in
Him [Jesus] before the
foundation of the world,
that we would be holy and
blameless before Him
[God]” (Ephesians 1:4). Knowing I am chosen by God
brings me great comfort, a sense of purpose, and a definite
understanding of being called by God for something special. Yet, the idea of beginning in eternity seems a little
weird. It seems weird especially since I am trying to communicate God’s truth to people who may or may not know
something about Jesus while also attempting to encourage
others to share their stories.
Consequently, I came to the conclusion to start my story
with my earliest memories of my life in a Christian context.
My very first memory of church life took place when I was
between three- and four-years-old. The events I describe,
even though they seem mundane, are foundational to who
I am in Jesus.
On this one particular day as my memory begins to awake,
I remember the morning as a very brisk early spring day.
The sidewalk is lined with old trees casting great shadows
across the way. Our family’s church at the time was an older urban church. There was a tremendous scarcity of parking nearby so my dad would drop off my mom and two sisters at the entrance to the church. Then he and I would go
in the car and park on the street, usually several blocks
away. After exiting the car, I remember trying to keep up
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with my dad as we walked briskly back to the church. It
seemed he always walked in a very quick and purposeful
way. I always struggled to keep up. Once we entered the
church Dad dropped me off at my Sunday School class.
My class was known as “The Cradle Roll.”
After entering the “Cradle Roll” classroom, we began to
sing. We sang a variety of children’s hymns, such as “Do
Lord,” “This Little Light of Mine,” and many others. This
particular day we sang a wonderful Christian children’s
hymn, “Climb Up Sunshine Mountain.”1 Perhaps, some of
you sang this wonderful children’s hymn as well.
Climb, climb up sunshine mountain
Heavenly breezes blow,
Climb, climb up sunshine mountain Faces all aglow.
Turn, turn your back on evil, Look up to the sky
Climb, climb up sunshine mountain You and I.

Climb, climb up sunshine mountain
Heavenly breezes blow,
Climb, climb up sunshine mountain Faces all aglow.
Turn, turn from sin and doubting, Look to God on High
Climb, climb up sunshine mountain You and I.
The theology of this little song is certainly not very deep;
however, for three- and four-year-olds, the meaning is
quite easy to understand. Knowing God puts a smile on
your face, turn away from evil, turn away from doubting,
and turn from sin as you look up to God. This is a great
and wonderful place to begin children’s Christian education
with the Lord’s basic truths. The basic truth is people sin
and God saves us from the eternal consequences of sin.
Sadly, many churches neglect meaningful Biblical instruction regarding the Lord’s basic truths as presented for us in
Scripture for the children entrusted to their care. We must
be mindful basic Biblical truth can be conveyed effectively
in simple children’s hymns like “Climb Up Sunshine
Continued next page →
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Mountain.” However, many churches put their infants and
toddlers in playrooms instead of teaching the children simple songs and hymns or Bible stories that do convey important Biblical truth about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and
how to live a Christian life—as well as what it means to be
a Christian.
As we seek to develop and improve a comprehensive
Christian Education program, we must remember Jesus
enjoyed a very special relationship with children. Consider
Jesus’ admonitions to His disciples and to us from Mark
and Matthew. First from Mark:
13 And they were bringing children to Him [Jesus] so that
He might touch them; but the disciples
rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw
this, He was indignant and said to
them, “Permit the children to come to
Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
15 Truly I say to you, whoever does
not receive the kingdom of God like a
child will not enter it at all.” 16 And He
took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His
hands on them. (Mark 10:13-16)
And from Matthew:
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Who
then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And He
called a child to Himself and set him before them, 3 and
said, “Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me; 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to
stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the
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depth of the sea. 7 “Woe to the world because of its
stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks
come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling
block comes! (…) 10 “See that you do not despise one of
these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven.
11 [For the Son of Man has come to save that which was
lost.]
As I reflect theologically upon my beginnings as a Christian I can now see and better understand the importance,
or more correctly the imperative, undergirding churches’
instruction to their children about Jesus and what it means
to be Jesus’ disciple.
Professor and author, Walter Breuggemann stresses the
importance of intentional evangelization of three distinct
groups of people; the outsider, the jaded insider, and children.2 For the purposes of this article I am only addressing
the third group—children. It is critical for us to engage children from the earliest age with the Lord’s truth as explained in Scripture and revealed in Jesus.
The second major event in my childhood was during Vacation Bible School (VBS) in June of 1964. This was the
only time I ever participated in VBS as a child. My two older sisters and I were staying with our grandparents (our
father’s parents). My grandpa was a minister and he
made sure we were engaged in VBS.
My grandpa gave me my first Bible memory verse and
taught me my first “big people” hymn. The memory verse
is, “Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin
against Thee” (Psalm 119:11, KJV). In the NASB this
verse reads, “Your word I have treasured in my heart, that
I may not sin against You.” The point is clear: God’s word
Continued next page →
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residing in our hearts enables us to resist temptation. Consider how Jesus began each response when He was
tempted by Satan: “It is written ….” (Matthew 4:4; 7; 10).
God’s word will only be “Hid” or “Treasured” in our hearts if
we engage in diligent study of God’s word.
The hymn my grandpa taught me is “Love Lifted Me.”
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I was sinking deep in sin Far from the peaceful shore Very
deeply stained within Sinking to rise no more; But the Master of the sea Heard my despairing cry From the waters lifted me Now safe am I
Chorus
Love lifted me Love lifted me When nothing else could help
Love lifted me (REPEAT)
All my heart to Him I give Ever to Him I'll cling In His
blessed presence live Ever His praises sing Love so mighty
and so true Merits my soul's best songs Faithful loving service too
To Him belongs (Chorus)
Souls in danger look above Jesus completely saves He will
lift you by His love Out of the angry waves He's the Master
of the sea Billows His will obey He your Savior wants to be
Be saved today (Chorus)
I share these two events in particular in hope of encouraging each of you to engage your children, grandchildren,
and our churches’ children while they are very young. Contrary to what many in the Christian community believe, our
children are not incapable or too young to begin teaching
them about Jesus. It is essential we begin at the earliest
possible time so that they will come to know Jesus as their
Savior and Lord.
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I am so very grateful for the women and men in my life who
took the time to make sure I knew Jesus. Now we must do
the same for our children.
Until the nets are full,
Pastor Jim

________________________________
1

Author unknown.
Walter Breuggemann. Biblical Perspectives on Evangelism: Living in a
Three Storied Universe. Nashville: Abingdon, 1993.
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CCLI Song # 66926
Howard E. Smith | James Rowe
© Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1547195
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February Sermon Information
February 6: “Wheat and Tares”
Psalm 1:1-6; Matthew 13:24-30 & 47-50
February 13: Boy Scout Sunday
February 20: “The Growing Kingdom”
Psalm 15:1-5; Matthew 13:31-35
February 27: “The Greatest Treasure”
Psalm 8:1-9; Matthew 13:44-46
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Sunday, February 20

Congregational Meeting
In the Fellowship Hall
Following the 11 am Service

Accompanied by
Youth Soup & Sandwich Luncheon
• Eat-In During the Meeting or
Take Your Lunch To-Go
• Items Will Be in Individual
Wrapping/Containers for Safety
• Support Youth Missions at the
Soup & Sandwich
Luncheon!
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From the Finance Team
The Finance Team has worked diligently to create the
2022 church budget. We will be
sharing details of that budget at
the Congregational Meeting on
February 20.
After researching our options, we have settled on a
sign company for the digital sign that will replace the
current sign on the corner of Cliffdale and McPherson
Church Roads. It will be in the same place, with the
same brick surround. To ensure that the sign is visible
to passing motorists will require some tree removal and
general landscaping work. Don’t look for the sign before spring as we have been told that it will take 16
weeks (or more) to obtain. This gives us plenty of time
for the prep work. A down-payment has been made on
the sign, but we are still somewhat short of the entire
amount. Any donation you make toward the sign will be
greatly appreciated.
The yearly financial statements have been printed and
mailed. Please check yours carefully and let us know if
there are corrections that need to be made. New envelope numbers are up and running.
Thank you for all your support this past year and your
continued support in the coming year.
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From the MacPherson Men
The MacPherson Men met to continue their fellowship
and ministry of assistance and encouragement on
Saturday, January 15. The men gathered for a hearty
breakfast of bacon, eggs, and
sausage gravy with biscuits
washed down with “Chock Full
O Nuts” coffee. Following a
brief devotion on Nehemiah,
the group discussed the opportunity to begin an effort on focused prayer for MacPherson Church’s needs and priorities over the coming year. The project to refurbish
the Nativity figures was rescheduled to the “Christmas
in July” meeting on July 16.
Discussion on installing steps to the firepit generated
extensive comment with an effort to identify requirements and options to be undertaken before the next
meeting in March.
Additional issues included developing an information
matrix concerning key HVAC data for prioritizing
maintenance, repair, and replacement actions; trimming shrubbery and trees; and a preliminary announcement regarding participation in the projected
Cabell-Lincoln West Virginia Work Camp the week of
June 19. More to follow later. The meeting closed with
prayer. The next meeting is March 19 @ 7:30 am.
For further information contact David Hesnard or
Steve Thrasher for details.
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From Worship and Music
Was it COVID? Was it the pandemic? NO! It
was the weather! After successfully navigating
the pandemic without have to cancel in-person worship,
2022 brought a weather challenge that DID necessitate a
cancellation. COVID did, however, motivate us to establish
online streaming of our worship services and upgrade our
sound system. This, in turn, allowed us to worship safely
from home during the winter storm. Even though services
were officially cancelled, a few brave souls did make it to the
church; our record of never closing remains intact. Thanks
to Pastor Jim and his assistants who opened the sanctuary
and directed worship.
You may have also noticed some changes to the music ministry. With the Music Director position unfilled, we are exploring alternate ways to provide music during the services.
Some of the music accompanying the hymns has been provided by an online service directly piped into our A/V system. We are looking forward to the Praise Band providing
the music once a month. Last month I noted that the youth
have stepped up and set the example for the rest of us. We
were encouraged to make 2022 a year of active, engaged
participation. We—that’s you and I—are the church, and we
need each of us to share our gifts, talents, and time.
With that in mind, we are looking for those with musical gifts
and talents to help with our music ministry. Whether your
talent is playing an instrument, singing, directing, or something else, we want you! Our team suspects that there are
some talented folks reading this newsletter who could significantly enhance our worship. We are aware of those who
have helped in the past; this is a plea to those who have
hidden and, as of yet, unshared talents. Please prayerfully
consider sharing that gift with our church. We look forward
to hearing from you and celebrating the gifts God has given
you.
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one
another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
1 Peter 4:10
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Hello, Hymnals!

After a COVID hiatus, the hymnals are back in
the Sanctuary thanks to the Youth and Young
Disciples! Each hymnal was carefully cleaned, then
lovingly returned to a place in the pews. As you’ve
probably noticed, some Sunday songs are still
coming from CCLI—but many are now coming
from the hymnals! Welcome back!

12

13

See paper copy for this content
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See paper copy for this content
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From Christian Education
Thanks to Dennis Reid who made the transition to a
new Christian Education leader very smooth. Actually,
the transition is not complete—I have a lot to learn.
Sunday School is ongoing and the Youth Group is going strong. (Credit for the Youth Group goes to Pastor
Jim.) The Youth “lock-in” was a great success – check
out the pictures on pages 18 and 19. Also, it will be
fun to hear the results of the Winter Retreat on January
28-30. As I write this, it appears that it will truly be a
“winter” retreat!
As we approach the end of
January, it is not too early
to start our preparations for
Vacation Bible School.
Volunteers will be needed.
VBS is scheduled for 17-21
July. Put it on your calendar
now! Tell me what you can
do to make VBS a success. More information will be
forthcoming. The theme for this year is “Food Truck
Party.”

The Youth Group and Men’s Group will schedule a
combined Saturday breakfast and workday when the
weather gets better. There are two projects identified:
finish the steps to the firepit for Easter and build a new
and lighter Nativity scene before Christmas. Stay
tuned.
Hope to see you on Sunday for Worship and Sunday
School.
~ ~Elder Bill Groening
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From Congregational Care
February is here and we have installed a new class of Elders
and Trustees. We welcome Bill Groening back to the Session
along with returning Elders Tanya Anderson, Scott Cummings,
Mary Groening, and Jim Wanovich. New Trustee Bill Kern joins
John Wilson and Tommy Dent in performing the key responsibilities of Trustee. We thank Dennis Reid for his six-year service on
the Christian Education team and the entire team of Elders and
Trustees for their willingness to serve and provide inspired and
innovative leadership as we chart the course for 2022. It is important for us to remember that in all we say and do—Jesus is
with us always, to the end of the age.
We have many things to be thankful for as we begin a new year.
As this newsletter goes to print the Youth Group is enjoying their
winter retreat at Lake Junaluska, and Session teams are completing budgets for 2022 and preparing annual reports for 2021.
On Sunday, February 13 we celebrate Scout Sunday with members of Troop 771, and on Sunday, February 20 we hold our
Congregational meeting to review all the activities and events of
2021 and celebrate the coming year’s goals and objectives that
provide opportunities for participation as we celebrate the life
and activities of the church. We continue the BYOB3 (Bring Your
Own Bag, Basket, Box) Bible study on Wednesday evenings at
6:00 PM. Dinners for 8, Suppers for 6, Young at Heart, and
Wednesday Night Express Fellowship Dinners are under review
for potential renewal as restrictions on in-person assembly
evolve. We continue to be mindful of social distance guidance
and common-sense handwashing protocols to minimize exposure and transmission of both Covid-19 and the flu virus among
our members and visitors.
My thanks to everyone who so faithfully served on the Congregational Care Team this past year. Thank You All. Tonya Anderson, Neal Bullard, and I look forward to serving the Congregation’s needs and invite your concerns, ideas, prayers, and support at our next meeting at 7:00 pm on February 3 in the Fellowship Hall and on Zoom. Always be ready in respect, gentleness,
and compassion to actively demonstrate Christ’s love for our
neighbor.
~ ~ In Prayer and Service, David
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Scenes from the Youth Lock-In

Bowling, movie watching, Fireside Chat, fellowship time, a delicious breakfast—and
you’re never too old to
build a fort!
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From Evangelism & Mission
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud
of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God.
~ ~ Hebrews 12:1-2
This verse from Hebrews challenges us to do great things in
the name of Christ. If He could give so much of himself for
us, surely we can serve others with this same attitude.
MacPherson Church continues to support local outreach
missions such as the Boy Scout programs, Operation INASMUCH, Habitat for Humanity, Episcopal Farm Workers
Migrant Ministry, and others. The latest addition to the
Scouting Program is over 40 Girl Scouts that now utilize
MacPherson for weekly meetings.
We continue to struggle with the restrictions of COVID-19
Pandemic and the affects it has upon our ability to travel
for our Mission trips like our annual Summer Russian Mission Trip and the West Virginia Cabell/Lincoln Work Camp
Mission. It is with hopeful prayer that we may send a MacPherson team on the Russian Mission Trip in 2022. Seriously consider being part of the team for this increasingly
vital and worthwhile outreach mission in 2022. It is the experience of your life as you share the faith of Christ with
our Russian partners.
MacPherson supports the West Virginia Cabell/Lincoln
Work Camp focusing on adult and youth Christian fellowship while conducting home repairs for low-income people
in the area. As of now, pending any unforeseen pandemic
issues, we will participate in this wonderful Christian experience in June 2022. We welcome and encourage both
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adult and youth participation. As we move closer to the trip,
more information and details will follow.
The 15th Annual ‘Bread ‘n Bowls’ Drive-Thru to support the
ministry of Fayetteville Area Operation INASMUCH is Friday, 25 February at Snyder Memorial Baptist Church.
Bread bowl meal tickets purchased in advance is $10 or
the day of the event at the Church is $15. If buying a ceramic bowl, tickets with meal are $25.
Upcoming Event
25 February (Friday)—Operation INSMUCH ‘Bread n Bowl’
meal at Snyder Memorial Baptist Church, 11 AM to 2 PM.

Session Structure 2022
Clerk of Session: Jim
Wanovich
APP
Steve Thrasher (Chair)
Jose Cardona
Christian Education
Bill Groening (Chair)
Awilda Reyes
Congregational Care
David Hesnard (Chair)
Tanya Anderson
Neal Bullard
E&M
Don Mollett (Chair)
Scott Cummings
Long Range
Planning
Buck Thrailkill (Chair)
Joe McArthur

Worship & Music
Mary Groening (Chair)
Megan Ray
Kim Perkins
Finance
Mary Groening (Chair)
Steve Thrasher
Bill Groening
David Hesnard
Don Mollett
Buck Thrailkill
One Trustee
Trustees
Tommy Dent
John Wilson
Bill Kern

Treasurers
Mary Groening
Liz Hart
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In the Mail . . .

See paper copy for this content
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See paper copy for this content
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8

6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220,
#221, #224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205/Zoom)
6:30 pm Circle 4 (Mozingo)

7:30 am Monday Morning Prayer
Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

11
7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH/K)

10
10:00 am Circle 5 (P)
6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (FH/YouTube)
7:00 pm Eagle Board of Review
(#224, #227)
7:00 pm Congregational Care (FH/
Zoom)

9
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH/K)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (FH/YouTube)
7:00 pm E & M (#228)
7:00 pm Lafayette Investment Club
(P)

7

4

3

5:00 pm Worship & Music (FH)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
7:30 pm Christian Ed (Zoom/FH)

Friday

2

Thursday

6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220,
#221, #224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205/Zoom)

Wednesday

1

Tuesday

Communion
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH, K)
12:15 pm Young Disciples (#227)

Monday

6

Sunday

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
February 2022
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5

Saturday
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7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

Centsability Offering
Girl Scout Sunday
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH, K)
12:15 pm M & Ms (#227)
12:30 pm Session (#205)

Food Drive

12:15 pm M & Ms
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7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
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7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

12:00 Congregational Meeting w/
Youth Fundraiser

President’s Day
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Happy Valentine’s Day!

14

13

6:00 pm Girl Scouts (#220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:00 pm Circle 7 (FH)
6:30 Bible 101 (#205/Zoom)
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6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:30 Bible 101 (#205/Zoom)

15

5:00 pm Finance (#205)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (FH/YouTube)
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Operation Inasmuch
Bread ‘n Bowls
7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH/K)

25

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (FH/YouTube)

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
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Feb 2022 – Celebrate God’s Love
Verse 1 – God’s Abundant Steadfast Love
Exodus 34:6
The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The
Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness….”
Verse 2 – Love God
Joshua 23:11
“Be very careful, therefore, to love the Lord your
God.”
Verse 3 – Give Thanks for God’s Love
1 Chronicles 16:34
“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his
steadfast love endures forever!”
Verse 4 – Experience God’s Mercy & Love
Psalm 51:1
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out
my transgressions.”

Verse 5 – Praise God’s Love
Psalm 63:3
“Because your steadfast love is better than life, my
lips will praise you.”
Verse 6 – Pray for the Leaders of Habitat for Humanity, Operation Inasmuch and Our City
Psalms 127:1
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it
labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the
city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”
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February Birthdays

See paper copy for this content
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Just a Few Dates Left . . .
Call Rene in the office if you’d like to claim
any of these remaining dates for sponsoring
Sanctuary Flowers . . .
•
•
•
•
•
•

July 10
July 31
August 7
August 28
October 23
October 30

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
3525 Cliffdale Road, Fayetteville NC 28303
(910) 867-2113
church@macphersonchurch.com
www.macphersonchurch.com
Pastor
Church Secretary
René Bahrenfuss
Organist
Pam Arthur
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