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God calls MacPherson Presbyterian Church
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to make disciples, and to be His witness.

What’s Happening in March
You Ask?
March 2 Ash Wednesday Service at
6:00 pm—see p. 6 for reminder
March 6 PW Lifetime Membership award
at 11:00 am service
March 13 Girl Scout Sunday/11:00 service
March 16 Wednesday Express Supper &
Prayer Service—see p. 7 for details
March 19 MacPherson Men—see p. 11 for details
March 20 Learn about MacPherson’s Mission
trip to Cabell-Lincoln Workcamp,
5 pm in Fellowship Hall—see p. 11
for details

My Story: My Quest for Truth
PASTOR JIM
As I was growing up I heard in Sunday School and from
other Christians how it
was necessary for me to
know Jesus as my personal Savior. Tremendous effort was expended
to get me to the point of
conversion so I would receive God’s marvelous
grace and accept Jesus
as my Savior. I am very glad the effort was made to be
sure. Of course, the Christian songs we sang were a wonderful augment to the Bible lessons and sermons. For example, in the children’s hymn “Do Lord” there is a verse
which uses these words:
I took Jesus as my Savior, you take Him too.
I took Jesus as my Savior, you take Him too.
I took Jesus as my Savior, you take Him too;
While He’s calling you.
(Chorus)
Do Lord, Oh do Lord, do remember me.
Oh do Lord, Oh do Lord, do remember me.
Do Lord, Oh do Lord, do remember me,
Away beyond the blue.” 1
The day finally came when I accepted Jesus as my personal Savior; the day was Sunday, 27 March, 1966. This
will always be a special day for me. I was baptized the
same day. In the church of my youth if you accepted Jesus
at the morning service, you were then baptized at the
evening service. That particular Sunday I remember the
sky was bluer, the sun warmer, the breeze was crisper; my
heart was bursting with a joy I had never known. I was nine
2

years old at the time and could not wait to share Jesus with
anyone who would listen.
Monday after meeting Jesus I went to school hoping for an
opportunity to share my wonderful, newfound friend, Jesus.
What is interesting is I had always known about Jesus and
never felt compelled to share Jesus in any way with anyone. So what changed? Now not only did I know about and
actually know Jesus, more importantly, I was also known
by Jesus.
Consider these words from Jesus in the concluding portion
of the “Sermon on the Mount”:
21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name,
and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from Me you who practice lawlessness’ (Matthew 7:21-23).
One of the things I never knew or understood about relationships until much later
in life was that any relationship—in order to
be a healthy relationship—must be a fully
functioning, two-way endeavor. That is, all
entities in any positive relationship not only
know of the other party they are also fully
known by each other. I was not known by Jesus until I
knew I needed Jesus to be my Savior and Lord.
Subsequently, I began to share Jesus as much as I could.
This was great for a while. Then one day my faith in Jesus
was severely tested. I had no response for the test. Rather,
I felt abandoned by Jesus, my Savior and my God. I didn’t
know what to do; I was spiritually adrift. In the ensuing
years I embarked upon a quest for The Truth.
Continued next page →
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At first when my faith was shaken and I felt abandoned, I
looked in the Bible for solutions and answers. I read
passages such as Romans 8:28: “And we know that God
causes all things to work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” Was I not called by God? Did I not love God? Was
my purpose not in accord with God’s purpose? I found no
one in church to help make sense out of what was happening in my life.
One day I came across this passage from John: “The
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you” (John 14:26). Again, I
found no real comfort or help in these words. So what was
a young Junior High School student (middle school student) supposed to do with a budding faith suddenly dashed
upon the rocky shoals of life? I did the only thing that
seemed good to me: I broadened my search for The Truth.
My reason was simple: Since I could not find a guide within
the church I would then look outside of the church for truth.
My exploration into other faith traditions, ways of thinking,
and philosophies took me to some interesting places
where I met some interesting people as well. My quest for
truth took me to places as varied as astrology, numerology, and kung-fu meditations. I explored other faith traditions, like Buddhism, Shintoism, Hinduism, and Islam. I became a student of eastern and western philosophy. I read
Confucius, Loa Tzu, Hegel, Heidegger, Descartes,
Riceour, Aristotle, and others. I studied Native American
religions, Jainism, and other indigenous religions as well.
The result was the same in each case: they professed to
bring truth but not The Truth.

So, I figured the next step on my quest for The Truth would
be to look at different Christian or Christian-like faith
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traditions. Some of the traditions I explored were Christian
Science, Latter Day Saints, and Jehovah’s Witness. Again
my search for The Truth came up short. Something was
missing and I could not figure it out.
I went back to the Bible. I read it from cover to cover. As I
read I began to realize my crisis of faith was a result of a
superficial understanding of Scripture. No one ever took
the time to nurture or mentor me in being a Christian. The
goal of church, as I understood it, was to get me to conversion or acceptance of Jesus as my Savior. This was
done adequately. The shortcoming of church was a failure
to disciple. Consider for a moment the examples of Jesus,
Peter, and Paul: They invested time in small groups of
people and helped them to spiritual maturity.
This was my big takeaway from my quest for The Truth:
Jesus is indeed Savior and Lord. He allowed and even
guided me during my quest and ultimately I found Jesus
was waiting for me to return to Him, very much like the
“Prodigal Son” from Luke 15:11-32.
The result of my quest for The Truth is a steadfast belief
in the necessity to disciple effectively. In order to do this,
diligent study of Scripture is foundational and it must be
accompanied by earnest, fervent prayer. Effective disciple
making necessitates each prospective disciple be given
guidance, direction, and the freedom to fail.
If you are seeking The Truth, I invite you to share your experiences with me. I would greatly enjoy the dialogue.
Until the nets are full,
Pastor Jim
__________________________
1

The words are in the public domain and do not need copyright attribution. However,
the song is attributed to Julia Ward Howe (1819-1910). Other sources say it is an African-American spiritual. Perhaps it is both.
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March Sermon Information
March 2: Ash Wednesday Service
March 6: Doing God’s Work
Amos 5:4-15; John 6:26-40
March 13: Girl Scout Sunday
Revering the Lord
Psalm 96:1-13; John 12:1-11
March 20: Set Your Heart on Jesus
2 Chronicles 19:1-3; John 1:35-51
March 27: Christ—For the World & Me
Song of Solomon 2:1-4; John 4:39-45

Ash Wednesday Service

March 2, 2022
6:00 pm
In the Sanctuary
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Wednesday Express
Fellowship Supper
& Prayer Service
Wednesday March 16 at 6:00 pm
Dinner will be followed by a prayer service for the
needs of the church along with
intercession for needs of the congregation.

Menu: Meatballs, Rice, Green Beans, Dessert
Cost: $5 per person, no more than $15 per family

Come enjoy a home-cooked meal and pray for
MacPherson Church and for the
MacPherson Family.
RSVP to the office at (910) 867-2113
to ensure we have enough food!
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From the Finance Team
The pandemic and the resultant decline in church attendance presented some challenges for the Finance Team in
2021. Your team leaders did a fantastic job last year in controlling expenses, and they have worked diligently to develop our 2022 budget. An overview of the budget was presented at the Congregational Meeting and is included below.

2022 MacPherson Presbyterian
Church Budget
REVENUES

$304,850.00

EXPENSES BY TEAM
Admin, Personnel, & Property

$279,409.00

Christian Education

$2,230.00

Congregational Care

$1,600.00

Evangelism & Mission

$17,839.00

Long Range Planning

$500.00

Worship & Music

$1,275.00

TOTAL EXPENSES

$302,853.00

The pandemic also inspired the upgrade to our church’s audio/visual system, an upgrade that has positively influenced
worship both in-person and online. We are also looking forward to the digital sign that will soon replace our current
sign, enabling us to let our community know about all the
happenings here at MacPherson. The Finance Team would
like to thank you for your continued support in these efforts.
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Eggscellent
Easter
• Event is April 16 from 11:00-1:00
• On the MacPherson soccer field
• Volunteers needed for preparation, set-

up, and running the egg hunt, concession
stand, and games.
Contact Don Mollett at (910) 624-2788 or
dmollett734@twc.com to help out!
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From Worship and Music
Spring is quickly approaching—what a wonderful time of year! Last month we were lamenting the bleak, dreary, cold weather that
kept us home. We are now looking forward
to March, spring, and the beginning of the
Easter season—a season of renewal, of reawakening. While, hopefully, there are no snow flurries on
the horizon, there is a flurry of activities awaiting us. As the
pandemic wanes, we look forward to these activities as an
opportunity to gather together to fellowship and to worship.
On March 2nd, we will celebrate the start of Lent and the
Easter season. There will be an Ash Wednesday Service at
6:00 pm in the sanctuary. On the 6th of March, although
there will not be a formal Gifts of Women service this year,
the Presbyterian Women will be presenting their Lifetime
Membership Award.
We are excited to now have a very active Girl Scout troop
meeting here at MacPherson. March 13th is Girl Scout Sunday and the girls are busy planning the service. Please put
this on your calendar and plan to be there to meet the girls,
to encourage and support them. This is a wonderful opportunity to reach out to our community and our youth.
As we shake off the doldrums that accompany winter, we
look forward to celebrate in awe God’s handiwork as He
paints the world with the colors of spring, filling our hearts
with wonder and reviving our faith. As we watch the pandemic lessen its hold on our lives, we look forward to returning to worship together. It is our prayer that:
God be with you in the Springtime,
When the violets unfold,
And the buttercups and cowslips
Fill the fields with yellow gold;
When the happy bluebirds sing,
Filling all the world with gladness God be with you in the Spring!
-Julian S. Cutler
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From the MacPherson Men
The MacPherson Men will meet to continue their fellowship and ministry in preparation for Easter on Saturday, March 19, 2022. All men and youth are invited
to gather for a hearty breakfast in the Fellowship Hall at 7:30 am followed by a
brief devotion and construction of steps to
the fire pit in service to the Lord in the
community. Please RSVP to the Church
office indicating your participation. You might also add
the following Saturday morning meeting dates to your
2022 calendar: May 21, July 16, September 17, and
November 19. If you have questions or comments,
contact David Hesnard or Steve Thrasher for details.

Cabell-Lincoln Workcamp
Information Meeting

Sunday, March 20
5:00 pm/Fellowship Hall
Adults & Youth age 14 and up
encouraged to attend!
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Winter Retreat 2022

12

The Youth Winter
Retreat 2022 was a
success with fun on
the slopes, fellowship
time, good food, and
great worship. Families, friends—everyone
enjoyed a time of refreshment, renewal,
and relaxation!
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From Christian Education
The Winter Retreat for the Youth was a total
success and there was plenty of snow. Everyone had a great time and nobody was hurt.
(See additional pictures pages 12 & 13.)
Thanks to everyone who helped with the
Soup and Sandwich fundraiser. It was a good
day to have a bowl of delicious soup. Your
generous donations are greatly appreciated
and will help us to continue our programs in
the future.
Speaking of the future, Christian Education needs some
help. Here are our current needs:

• Help with crafts for the younger youth on Sundays.
• Back-up Sunday School Teachers for all ages.
• Volunteers to help with Vacation Bible School (17-21
July).

Thanks to all of our faithful volunteers who have helped
us over the years. Your continued support is greatly appreciated. Let us know we can count on you once again.
If you have never participated, this is a wonderful opportunity to get to know our youth. Don’t forget there are
adult classes also available. For those interested, there
will be a meeting on March 5 in the Fellowship Hall at 10
am. This will include a ZOOM workshop presented by
Cokesbury, who designed the Vacation Bible School
“Food Truck Party” theme. Talk to Bill Groening or Dennis
Reid if you have any questions. We guarantee you will
have a good time and your help will be greatly appreciated!

Praise the Lord. His name be praised!

~ ~Elder Bill Groening
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News from Girl Scout Troop 888
Girl Scouts of all ages took part in a Valentine’s cupcake decorating contest at the
February 15
meeting. A fun
time was had by
all—including
David Hesnard
and Pastor Jim,
who served as
judges!
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From Congregational Care
Well, well, well the groundhog predicted 6 more weeks of winter and that prediction is about up. It has indeed been a rollercoaster of weather from the teens to the seventies sometimes
overnight, but spring is here this month and for those anxious
gardeners planting season is just around the corner.
Ash Wednesday is upon us, and we have many things to be
thankful for as we begin this Lenten season in the countdown
to Easter. It is time for a little reflection and repentance as we
look to celebrate the true meaning of Easter and our Lord’s
true mission to offer each and every one the gracious gift of
salvation and eternal life with our Redeemer and Savior.
As this newsletter goes to print the Boy Scouts of Troop 771
have successfully celebrated Scout Sunday, the Congregation has approved the Nominating Committee for 2022, and
the Session has approved and presented this year’s budget
in anticipation of many opportunities to participate and serve
in the coming year. As we plan for the future, key dates for
your calendar include Ash Wednesday services on March 2,
Girl Scout Sunday on March 13, and our first Wednesday Express Fellowship dinner on March 16 at 6:00 pm followed by
a Prayer service for the needs of the Church and intercession
for the needs of the congregation. Please RSVP your attendance to Rene so appropriate plans can be made.
The Congregational Care Team continues to solicit interest
from the congregation for resumption of Dinners for 8/
Suppers for 6 and Young at Heart activities as we resume inperson fellowship opportunities. All suggestions are valued
and appreciated. Hockey and baseball game options are also
on the horizon later in the spring.
Always be ready in respect, gentleness, and compassion to
actively demonstrate Christ’s love for our neighbor and remember that in all we say and do – Jesus is with us always,
to the end of the age.
~ ~ In Prayer and Service, David
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Boy Scout Troop 771:
Scout Sunday Celebration
The Boy Scout program at MacPherson continues to provide opportunities for our youth to learn, experience, and
grow into their future through character development and
values-based leadership training. Troop 771 celebrated
Scout Sunday on February 13 by active participation in the
11:00 service and demonstrating a key tenant of reverence
in the Scout Law. The pictures below show the commitment of families and leaders to the ongoing activities of
Troop 771.
Scout Law
A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous,
kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.
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From Evangelism & Mission
As Scott Cummings quoted in one of his 2021 newsletter
articles, “We have different gifts, according to the grace
given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in
proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is
teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it
is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully” (Romans 12:68).
Each of us has something to offer. We can give our money and our time to charity, be a friend to someone who is
sick or lonely, do volunteer work, or be a peacemaker,
teacher, or minister. We may give unselfishly of our time to
our families. We may choose a service-oriented occupation, or we may just do our everyday jobs with integrity and
respect for others.
It would seem that that the more we give to others, the
poorer we become, but just the opposite is true! Service
to others brings meaning and fulfillment to our lives in a
way that wealth, power, possessions, and self-centered
pursuits can never match.
For if you give, you will get! Your gift will return to you in
full and overflowing measure, pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, and running over. Whatever measure you use to give - large or small - will be used
to measure what is given back to you. (Luke 6:38)
~ ~ Don Mollett, Team Chair
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Upcoming Events
18 March (Friday) – Operation Inasmuch
MacPherson breakfast support from 7-9 AM.
Volunteers needed. Please notify Don Mollett
(910-624-2788) and/or Scott Cummings (910916-3626) NLT 11 March if volunteering.
20 March (Sunday) – Cabell-Lincoln (WV)
Workcamp Information Meeting at 5:00 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. Please contact Barney
Treneman for applications and information
about this fantastic opportunity to make lifelong
friends, help those in need, and celebrate
God’s love.
16 April (Saturday) -- The MacPherson Eggscellent Easter celebration will be held on the
MacPherson Soccer Field. Family, friends and
church members are invited to bring the children to enjoy games, food, and fun with an
Easter Egg hunt to close out the event. Hours
are 11 AM to 1 PM. See p. 9 for details.

If you have ideas, concerns, or a passion for our outreach
and mission efforts, please contact Barney Treneman, Bill
Kern, Scott Cummings or Don Mollett, or join us on Thursday, March 3rd, 7 PM, room 228, for fellowship and God’s
work with the E&M team.
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8

6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205)
6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220,
#221, #224, #227, #233A)
6:00 pm Circle 4 (DeMann)

7:30 am Monday Morning Prayer
Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
8:00 pm Pack Committee
(#233A)

11
7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH/K)

10
10:00 am Circle 5 (P)
6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (YouTube)
7:00 pm Eagle Board of Review
(#224, #227)

9
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (YouTube)
7:00 pm E & M (#228)
8:00 pm Congregational Care (FH/
Zoom)

7

4

3

5:00 pm Worship & Music (FH)
5:30 pm Finance (FH)
6:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service
(S)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
7:30 pm Christian Ed (Zoom)

Friday

2

Thursday

6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220,
#221, #224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205)

Wednesday

1

Tuesday

Communion
PW Lifetime Award
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH, K)
12:15 pm Young Disciples (#227)

Monday

6

Sunday

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
March 2022

12

10:00 am VBS Meeting (FH/K)

5

Saturday
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14

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
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7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

28

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

13

Girl Scout Sunday
Centsability Offering
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH, K)
12:15 pm M & Ms
2:00 pm Session (#205)
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12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm Young Disciples (#227)
5:00 pm Cabell-Lincoln Workcamp
Information Meeting (FH)

27

Food Drive
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:30 Young Disciples to Cape Fear
Botanical Garden—Bus Reserved

6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205)

29

6:00 pm Circle 7 (FH)
6:00 pm Girl Scouts (#220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205)
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6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205)
7:00 pm Troop Committee Meeting
(#233)

15

5:00 pm Finance (#205)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (YouTube)

31

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (YouTube)

30

25

24

6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

7:00 am Operation Inasmuch
Breakfast Support
7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (YouTube)

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
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March 2022 – Repent and Live
Verse 1 – Repent and Receive Life
Matthew 3:2
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Verse 2 – Repent and Bear Fruit
Matthew 3:8
“Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.”
Verse 3 – Repent and Believe
Mark 1:15
… “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
Verse 4 – Jesus Calls Us to Repent
Luke 5:32
“I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to
repentance.”
Verse 5 – Repent or Perish
Luke 13:3
“No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”
Verse 6 – Repent and Turn from Sin
Acts 3:19
“Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may
be blotted out,”
Verse 7 – Pray for the Leaders of Habitat for Humanity, Operation Inasmuch and Our City
Psalms 127:1
“Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it
labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the
city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”
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March Birthdays

See Paper Copy for This Content
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OFFICER NOMINATING TEAM
Elected By the Congregation 2/20/22
Chair & Elder: David Hesnard
Elder: Tanya Anderson
Youth Representative: Jada Randall
PW Representative: Tricia DeMann
MacPherson Men’s Representative: David Carter

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
3525 Cliffdale Road, Fayetteville NC 28303
(910) 867-2113
church@macphersonchurch.com
www.macphersonchurch.com
Pastor
Church Secretary
René Bahrenfuss
Organist
Pam Arthur
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