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God calls MacPherson Presbyterian Church
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to make disciples, and to be His witness.

Diners were greeted with a friendly tip of the
hat and welcoming smiles from the cooks for
the Wednesday Express Meal, which immediately preceded the Prayer Meeting on March
16.
April 20 is your next opportunity to enjoy a delicious meal, fellowship together, and pray together for MacPherson Church and the MacPherson Church congregation. Cost is just $5
per person, no more than $15 per family. The
Korean ladies of the church will cook that
night. Watch your bulletin for menu and reservation information!

My Story: Timely Interventions
PASTOR JIM
While my quest for truth was winding down, even though I
did not know it was winding down, God’s hand of providence was resting upon me in a most wonderful way. Let
me say something about this before continuing. We take
for granted God’s providential interventions in our lives. We
try to explain away God’s providence as accident, coincidence, or use some form of science to divert attention
away from what God is doing. It is only with diligent reflection guided by the Holy Spirit through which we recognize
God’s handiwork in our lives. Genuine reflection upon our
lives is always guided by the Holy Spirit, even if we are unaware of the Holy Spirit working in and through us. This is
indicative of how God’s providence works.
As I continued on my quest for truth, I began to learn more
about myself. Sadly, I did not always like what I saw developing in me. I was becoming bitter, angry, vengeful, and
probably not very enjoyable to be around. The renowned
Reformer John Calvin explains:
It is certain that man never achieves a clear knowledge of
himself unless he has first looked upon God’s face, and
then descends from contemplating him [God] to scrutinize
himself. For we always seem to ourselves righteous and
upright and wise and holy—this pride is innate in all of us—
unless by clear proofs we stand convinced of our own unrighteousness, foulness, folly, and impurity. Moreover, we
are not thus convinced if we look merely to ourselves and
not also to the Lord, who is the sole standard by which this
judgment must be measured (Institutes; 37). 1
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In short, no one can truly know themselves apart from
knowing God. For, we are always, when viewing ourselves apart from God, seeing ourselves as the one who
is right, good, beautiful, and
true—and everyone else is
the problem. God provided
the standard for living and God’s standard is perfection.
Jesus asserts, “You are to be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). Obviously we know this is
unattainable for us on this side of heaven. Here again, God
in His providence provides the only way of salvation and
this is through His only begotten Son, Jesus. Remember,
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but
have eternal life” (John 3:16).
Jesus, then, accomplishes a few very important things for
us. First, Jesus reveals God’s heart. The author of Hebrews instructs, “He [Jesus] is the radiance of His [God’s]
glory and the exact representation of His [God’s] nature,
and upholds all things by the word of His power” (Hebrews
1:3). Second, Jesus is the perfect example for how we
should live in relationship with God and other people. Paul
writes of this in Philippians 2:3-5, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one
another as more important than yourselves; do not merely
look out for your own personal interests, but also for the
interests of others. Have this attitude in yourselves which
was also in Christ Jesus.” Third, through Jesus and only
through Jesus we receive God’s gift of grace, forgiveness
of sin, eternal fellowship with God, and life.
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All of this I had been taught either in church or read on my
own. Yet, none of it registered with me in a meaningful way. I
believe I was not ready to receive or understand this until
God had molded me to the point I would be receptive. Consider Jesus’ disciples walked with Jesus for three years, but it
was not until Jesus was resurrected that His instruction made
sense. In Luke we read, “Now Jesus said to them, ‘These are
My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that
all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and
the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then He
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:44
-45). This certainly seems to be the case for me as well.
It was only after “Jesus opened my mind” that I became
aware of how God was working in me and through me. Once
I began to reflect upon my life through the lens of Scripture,
guided by the Holy Spirit I began to notice, to actually realize,
just how active the Lord God was and continues to be engaged in my life each and every day. I was now able to see
how certain events and people were used by God to get me
to be exactly where Jesus wanted me to be. So, here you
and I are at precisely this moment in time together according
to God’s plan and purpose.
Now, let’s get back to the timely interventions. I am sharing
with you two of many timely interventions in my life. These
two events occurred about two years and two thousand miles
apart.
The first happened on the southwest shore of Milford Lake
outside of Fort Riley Kansas in the spring of 1984. Milford is a
beautiful lake with excellent fishing. I spent at least 30
minutes each day fishing this lake. I loved it. My Sunday habit
at the time was to drop my wife and daughter, Cristy, off at
church; I would go fishing until it was time to pick them up.
One magnificent Sunday morning, I brought Cristy with me.
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After dropping my wife at church, Cristy—who was about 18
months old at the time—and I went to the lake. I backed my
little blue Spirit hatch-back car right up to the edge of the
lake so Cristy could play around inside the back of the car
while I fished. Even though the day was magnificent, the
fishing this day was not. I caught nothing. But I was, nevertheless, outside enjoying God’s creation.
As the time to leave and return to pick up my wife approached I packed all the fishing gear away, buckled Cristy
into her car seat, and tried to drive away. I emphasize “tried
to drive away” because my car, while I was fishing, had sunk
down into the soft earth bordering the lake. Of course, I tried
everything to no avail. The more I tried, the more stuck I became in the no longer soft earth, which had become a real
muddy quagmire.

The only thing left for me to do was pray. I must admit I felt
rather strange asking God for help considering I had not
been close to God for many years. Yet, I did pray. My prayer
was short and simple: “Lord, I am stuck and I have no one to
help me. I am miles from anywhere. I have my daughter with
me and for her sake Jesus, help me. In your name I pray,
amen.”
I never doubted God would answer my prayer; after all I remembered reading something about asking and believing
and God would grant it to you. The precise Scripture is:
“Have faith in God. Truly I say to you, whoever says to this
mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not
doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to
happen, it will be granted him. Therefore I say to you, all
things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you” (Mark 11:22-24).
The only question I had at this point was “How long will I
have to wait before God sends someone to help.” Joyfully
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my wait was very short. As I finished praying, I heard the
sounds of a tractor coming down the dirt road. I remembered
to thank Jesus for answering my prayer as I waved at the
driver on the tractor to stop.
The Man driving the tractor was an older looking farmer,
though I must say after years of reflection and prayer I now
know this was my first encounter in a very physical, face-toface way with the Lord. The tractor driver looked at me and
looked in the car, saw my daughter, and simply said, “You
should be in church with your wife. If you were where you are
supposed to be you wouldn’t be stuck. I will pull you out because of that little girl; if she weren’t with you I would leave
right there.”
Well, He pulled me out. I thanked Him. Every Sunday thereafter, I was in church with my wife as I was able. I only
missed church when I was deployed and there was no chapel or church available.

The second timely intervention occurred in the fall of 1986 at
the Defense Language Institute (DLI) on the Presidio of Monterey in California. I was at the Presidio to study Korean. My
primary language instructor, Jacob Kim, was also my family’s
pastor. However, Jacob became so much to me and my family during the year I was in school.
After I had been in class for about one month Jacob came to
me and stated, “God told me to pray for you.” My response
was, to say the least, less than enthusiastic about Jacob’s
revelation. I said something to the effect of, “That’s good.”
After that brief exchange I was surprised to realize my mind,
or perhaps my spirit, wouldn’t stop pondering, “Why would
God put into Jacob’s heart to pray for me?”
After two weeks or so had passed I asked Jacob, “What exactly did God say He wanted you to pray for on my behalf?”
Jacob looked at me and asserted, “God wants you to develop a bi-lingual Christian education program and youth
group.” Somehow my assent was wrenched from my throat
as I declared, “Sure, I’ll do it.” No one was more surprised by
my desire to accept this challenge than I was.
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In the ensuing months I assembled a team of volunteers
who helped in developing meaningful Sunday School
classes and a youth group. The classes met every week
as did the youth group. During this time Jacob never
stopped praying for me. I also know he continues to pray
for me, and I pray for him to this day.
Much of what I learned about being a shepherd, pastor,
Bible teacher, and a Christian I learned from Jacob. He is
without question one of the finest and most genuine people I know. After he retired from teaching at DLI he accepted a call to a church in Oregon. After several years as
pastor there he once again retired and became a missionary, first in Mongolia and later in Cambodia. He has since
retired from the mission filed as well. It has always been a
privilege to call Jacob friend, mentor, and brother. So began my journey to the pulpit.
These two interventions were timely in that they got me
back into church and set me on a path leading to my calling as one of God’s ministers. Believe me when I say being a minister was never my idea or plan: It was always
God’s plan for me. A plan God set in motion “For He [God]
chose us [me] in Him [Jesus] before the foundation of the
world” (Ephesians 1:4). I did not come to this understanding right away of course, but only after diligent study of
God’s word and numerous conversations with people like
Jacob and, of course, with God through prayer and a couple of face-to-face encounters.
I know God inserts special people into everyone’s life from
time to time. It is unfortunate so many people do not respond to these timely interventions in a positive way. I
want to leave you with two Bible promises that have encourage me on this sojourn through this life. First:
“I know the plans that I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans for welfare and not calamity to give you a future
and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and come and
pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and
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find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. And I
will be found by you” declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 29:1114).
The second verse for you is: “And we know that God
causes all things to work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). I cling to these two verse and many
others as I continue my sojourn.

I encourage each of you to contemplate and reflect upon
those people God puts into your life. Look and see how
they are used by God to be encouragers to you.
Until the nets are full,
Pastor Jim
______________
1

John Calvin. John T. McNeill, ed. Calvin Institutes of the Christian
Religion. Vol. 1, book 1, para. 2. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1960. 2
vols.

April Sermon Information
April 3: No Time for Excuses
Judges 6:11-18; Luke 14:15-24
April 10: I See with My Eyes
Palm Sunday
Zechariah 9:1-10; Matthew 21:1-11
April 14: Why Are You Sleeping?
Maundy Thursday
Hosea 14:1-9; Luke 22:39-46
April 17: Our Commission
Easter Sunday
Isaiah 45:18-25; Mark 16:14-20
April 24: Worthy of Your Calling
Isaiah 6:1-13; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12
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From The Finance Team

We were right on track, finance wise, for the first quarter of
2022. And then came the bugs. As we all learned at the
Congregational Meeting in February, we are plagued with
an “old house borer” infestation. This infestation has been
ongoing for many years; evidence is apparent in the Amen
Corner, the parlor floor, numerous pews, and the floor outside the Session room. The APP team investigated the
problem and the solution. (See p. 10.) This is a problem that
absolutely must be addressed, but the solution is very expensive. Clegg’s, the only company in North Carolina that
treats this problem, has given us a proposal. The cost will
be $72,000; we will have to vacate the church for about a
week.
This was, obviously, an expense we did not foresee or
budget for. The Finance Team met to tackle the problem of
financing the extermination. We felt that, at this time, we did
not want to take out an additional loan or deplete our reserves. We developed a plan that will use some restricted
funds, temporarily, to offset the cost. We currently have
committed donations that will cover almost half of the cost,
but are looking for your help to offset the remaining balance.
With that in mind, we have a designated “BUG OUT Fund.”
As we receive donations to this fund, we will pay for the remaining extermination costs AND replenish our restricted
funds. The BUG OUT fund is one of the two options for our
Resurrection Missions. (See p. 16.) Additionally, we hope to
have other fundraising events to offset the cost.
We are counting on you. You have faithfully responded in
the past when we have looked for funding for our roof, sanctuary repairs, AV system, and digital sign. As much as we
hate to be faced, once again, with financial needs, we have
no other choice. As stewards of God’s church we are called
to faithfully respond. Thank you in advance for your support!
Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely.
Psalm 112:5
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A Special Report From APP
Steve Thrasher, APP Chair
Our church is infested with Old House Borer beetles. I
mentioned this infestation during the February Congregational Meeting, though at the time I was not certain of the type of bug. During the monthly Session
meeting on March 13, the Session approved fumigating the building to end the infestation of the beetles.
This will cost $72,000 and take about a business
week, sometime in late April or May, on a series of
days to be determined. We need donations of money
and time to make this happen.
Where are the beetles?
The beetles have infested the entire width of the
church, from the Amen Corner to the Fellowship Hall,
including the Parlor and the room outside the Session
Room. There is likely further damage, in areas where
we/the exterminators cannot see it. Pictures of some
of the damage are included in this article (p. 13), but
you are encouraged to go see the sawdust in the
Amen Corner, the easiest damage to identify on your
own. We have intentionally not cleaned it up so that it
is easy to see what is going on. (We have known
damage was occurring, but it took awhile to find an
exterminator who would identify the bugs.)
Who will do the fumigation?
Clegg’s Pest Control (www.cleggs.com) was the third
extermination company to look at the damage occurring and the only one to identify the problem (old
house borers). They are licensed to fumigate the
building and explained the lifecycle of the beetles to
us.
10

What are Old House Borer beetles?
They are a destructive pest. An egg is laid by an adult
bug, often near where she was hatched. The egg
hatches, and the beetle larva eats its way into the
wood, where it lives between 2 to 10 years, eating
away the wood. When it pupates (becomes an adult),
it emerges from the wood, mates, and females lay
eggs. They return to the general vicinity where they
were hatched, which leads to reinfestations, some
years after the first infestation. “Fumigation is the only
way to completely kill all Old House Borers infesting
your home or structure” (www.epestsupply.com/oldhouse-borers.php, accessed 11 Mar 2022).
How long will this take—and when will it happen?
We have contracted with Clegg’s to have them spend
approximately a week at the church, sometime in late
April or May, to fumigate the whole building at once.
The fumigation is weather dependent (needs consistent warm weather). Before the fumigation, Clegg’s
will install a vapor barrier in the crawlspace, in areas
which do not already have one. During the fumigation,
Clegg’s will spend about two days to tarp and seal the
church; one day to fumigate (providing security 24/7
to prevent entry to church—a safety and liability reduction procedure); and then two days to aerate/
remove tarps. Clegg’s will clean up and dispose of
trash. The fumigation will introduce a poison gas to
the building and hold it for a specified period of time,
so the aeration afterwards is essential to making it
safe to reoccupy. The fumigation carries a 12-month
warranty, and Clegg’s has agreed to perform annual
re-inspections for moisture in the crawlspace.
Continued next page →
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Is fumigation the only answer?
Yes. We also considered a phased approach to the
fumigation, but that would triple the cost and disruption. As noted earlier, the total cost of the vapor barrier and fumigation is $72,000.
That sounds like a lot of money . . . .
Frankly, it is a lot of money, but the cost is far less expensive than hiring an engineer and contractors to
evaluate and correct even more bug-inflicted damage
in the future. Now is the time to solve the problem; the
Session approved that approach at its March meeting. Paying for such a solution is a challenge, but we
have created a workable plan with the Finance Team.
WE NEED DONATIONS to keep from having to take
out a loan! We are seeking money for the church’s
“Bug Out Fund,” and we plan to do some fund raising. Please help us to be good stewards of the
church building and financial resources: We need
your donations!
Any other details I should know?
We will have an “all hands work day” before the fumigation, to remove items that cannot be exposed to the
gas (especially any food or food prep materials). After
the fumigation, we will have another work day to wipe
down every surface in every room in the church, as a
safety measure (not a requirement). Then on Sunday
following fumigation, we will worship outdoors, from
an abundance of caution. We hope that the fumigation dates will be the week before Mother’s Day, but
that is dependent on the weather. Please watch your
email, bulletin announcements, and Sunday/
Wednesday announcements for further dates/details.
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Examples of the Old
House Wood Borer beetle
damage. At left, a pew in
the amen corner. Middle,
the floor in the parlor. Bottom left, the old, long
bench that is now in the
Fellowship Hall but used
to sit in the narthex. Bottom right, additional pew
damage in the Amen Corner.
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From Worship and Music
After several false starts, spring has arrived. What a beautiful time of year. We throw off the doldrums of winter and
watch the world come alive. What a wonderful time to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior. Opportunities
to worship abound. Palm Sunday, April 10, ushers in Holy
Week. On Thursday, April 14, we will be celebrating Maundy Thursday at 6:00 pm, complete with special music. In
addition to our regular services on Easter Sunday, we will
worship at the firepit at 6:00 am. Celebrating Christ’s resurrection as the sun rises is always a moving experience, one
you don’t want to miss.
He Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed!
This year our Resurrection Missions have two designated
funds. One is our own Bug Out Fund. As we learned at the
congregational meeting, our church has a very serious, extensive problem with Old House Borers. We cannot ignore
the problem, but the solution is very expensive. All donations to this fund will go directly toward the solution.
The other fund is the One Great Hour of Sharing Fund.
This fund is sponsored by the Presbytery. Funds collected
are used to provide relief from natural disasters
(Presbyterian Disaster Assistance), food for the hungry
(Presbyterian Hunger Program) and support for the poor
and oppressed (Self-Development of People).
As we welcome this season of new growth, new birth, let us
reflect on the blessings that God has bestowed on us. Let
us resolve to be good stewards of our resources. Let us
watch in awe as God reveals the beauty and glory of His
creation. Surrounded by its glory we realize that . . .
… the more I look around me
And the more that I do look
The more I realize that I am viewing
God's coloring book.
Charlie Pride and Dolly Parton
14

Important Easter Dates
April 10: Palm Sunday
Services at 8:45 and 11:00 am
April 14: Maundy Thursday
Service at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary
April 17: Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service at 6:00 am at the Firepit
Services at 8:45 and 11:00 am
Breakfast after the Sunrise & 8:45 am services
Who will you invite to church this Easter Season?

See Paper Copy for This Content
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Resurrection Missions 2022
This Easter, you are invited to remember cherished family
and friends with donations to one or both of the following
ministry areas. Dedications will be published in a special
section of the bulletin on Easter Sunday.

The “Bug Out” Fund
This fund is an opportunity to honor and remember loved
ones by supporting MacPherson’s immediate physical
needs and the long-term health of the church building. As
you probably have heard by now, the church requires fumigation for an infestation of Old House Borer beetles. We
currently have donations that will cover almost half of the
$72,000 cost. We are using a handful of restricted funds to
cover nearly all of the other half of the extermination cost—
but not quite all of it. We need help to offset the remaining
balance AND replenish those monies we are using from the
restricted funds. It is the Session’s strong desire to avoid
taking out a loan for any extermination costs and to replenish the restricted funds as soon as possible. With that in
mind, we have a designated “Bug Out Fund.” As we receive
donations to this fund, including honorariums through the
Resurrection Missions, we will pay for the remaining extermination costs AND replenish our restricted funds, preserving MacPherson Church now and for decades to come.

One Great Hour of Sharing
The W & M Team has chosen “One Great Hour of Sharing”
as the second Resurrection Missions charity. One Great
Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together to work for a better world. Each gift to
One Great Hour of Sharing helps improve the lives of the
suffering and the vulnerable through three life-saving programs:
✓Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
✓Presbyterian Hunger Program
✓Self–Development of People
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Resurrection Missions 2022
Donations are being accepted through Sunday, April 10.
Dedications will be published in a special section of the bulletin on Easter Sunday.
I would like to make a $10 donation  in honor or  in memory of
Name: ___________________________________________
I would like my contribution to go to
 The “Bug Out” Fund
 One Great Hour of Sharing
Given By: _________________________________________
I would like to make a $10 donation  in honor or  in memory of
Name: ___________________________________________
I would like my contribution to go to
 The “Bug Out” Fund
 One Great Hour of Sharing
Given By: _________________________________________
I would like to make a $10 donation  in honor or  in memory of
Name: ___________________________________________
I would like my contribution to go to
 The “Bug Out” Fund
 One Great Hour of Sharing
Given By: _________________________________________
I would like to make a $10 donation  in honor or  in memory of
Name: ___________________________________________
I would like my contribution to go to
 The “Bug Out” Fund
 One Great Hour of Sharing
Given By: _________________________________________

(B)
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Eggscellent Easter
April 16, 2022
1:00-3:00 pm
On the MacPherson Soccer Field





Games for the Kids
Concession Stand with Hotdogs, Soda, and
Chips for Sale
Egg Hunt for Kids Aged Toddler to
Ten-Years-Old

Invite a Friend!
Volunteers Still Needed
Contact Don Mollett!
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Faithful Saint Award 2022
Mr. Robert “Bobby” Dail
At the February Congregational Meeting,
Bobby Dail received the
2022 Faithful Saint
Award. Following is the
citation that accompanied his certificate:
Bobby and Mary Dail
joined MacPherson
Presbyterian Church in
July 1989. He was ordained as a Deacon in May
of 1995 and as a Ruling Elder in January 1998.
Bobby was active for many years in the Autumn
Bazaar as part of our congregational outreach to
the community and served as the primary liaison
between the church and the general contractor
during a multi-million-dollar renovation project in
2011-2012. Bobby’s activities and interests are
manifested in his support for countless Church
endeavors where he exercises his thoughtful and
caring talents in support of spiritual growth and
maturity in both the congregation and community
of believers and seekers beyond the walls of
MacPherson Church. He serves with wisdom, insight, and discernment and remains an inspiration
to all as he displays what it means to be a faithful
saint of Jesus Christ.
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News from Girl Scout Troop 888
It’s been a busy
few weeks for the
Girl Scouts of
Troop 888! In late
February, Fayetteville Mayor Mitch
Colvin visited the
troop as part of
their Democracy
badge. In the fall,
the Juniors worked
on an energy-related collection of badges and wrote
the Mayor with recommendations for energy-saving
suggestions to implement around the city. The Mayor
then asked to visit the troop to talk about local government for the Democracy badge. In the past few weeks,
some of the young women also worked on an engineering badge, building the catapults pictured below.
Then, of course, the girls were with the church for Girl
Scout Sunday on March 13 (pictures at right). Their
service to the church that morning was followed by a
hike at Clark Park celebrating the Girls Scouts’ birthday!
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Boy Scout Troop 771:
Eagle Scout News
Hunter Sparks is nearing completion of his Eagle Scout
project to design, build, and install a book exchange
kiosk in support of the MacPherson Presbyterian
Church outreach to the community.

The book exchange is located almost directly in front of
the Sanctuary. When it’s completed, you will be able to
leave a book/take a book, with the caveat that all
books should be appropriate to the church and Scouting. (Last minute update: A few books have already
been placed, for both children and adults!)
Our congratulations and best wishes as Hunter continues to support and mentor younger Scouts in their journey of discovery and growth. You can see him in action
below (in the tan pants), providing direction during the
installation phase of the book exchange.

Scout Law
A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and
reverent.
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From Christian Education

Bill Groening, Christian Education Chair
Christian Education has a good, ongoing Sunday School
program. However, we have two requests:
1. We need volunteers to teach Sunday School, to give
our current teachers a break. One or two weeks per
month would suffice. We have lots of resources available,
and you will be impressed with our youth and enjoy working with them.
2. I am teaching the Youth Sunday School and will continue the course. But the age group is
challenging. The youth range from Middle School to Senior High School. This
presents two different audiences. We
should be preparing our High School
students to meet the challenges of High
School and preparing them to either go
off to college or enter the work force. These students will
soon be facing serious, life-changing challenges. Subjects
relating to these topics are not appropriate for our younger
Middle School students. In order to split this class, we
need your help. We need a Sunday School teacher for
the Middle School. Please prayerfully consider volunteering to work with this group. You will find the time spent with
our youth rewarding. And once again, let me remind you
that there are resources and support available for you.
Talk to me or Dennis Reid if you can help.
Additionally, we would appreciate your input. We welcome
your suggestions as to topics or studies you would like to
see as an adult study.

Now, please turn the page for additional information about
Vacation Bible School!➔
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Save the Date!!
Vacation Bible School
July 17-21, 2022

Dennis Reid, Michael Knight, and Bill Groening attended a Zoom presentation for “Food Truck Party,”
this year’s VBS theme. We are excited about this program, which promises to be a fun week for all.

Can You Help?

Contact Bill Groening or Dennis Reid to Volunteer!
Start inviting people now!
Make sure the dates are on your calendar!
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From Congregational Care
I am reminded of a foundational passage from the pen of the
Apostle John, as we prepare for the celebration of Christ’s mission to bring the promise of God’s salvation to all who believe.
John writes, “For God so loved the world, that He gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him.”
In reflection, the question occurs to me: Do we truly live as if we
believe in the promise of eternal life through Jesus? Easter provides an opportunity to not only celebrate the Resurrection but to
re-engage and actively live into that belief and practice the two
great commandments—“Love God” and “Love Our Neighbor.”
The last two years have encouraged our isolation and led us to
distance ourselves from active engagement with both our Lord
and our neighbor. This Easter season, let us shake off our grave
clothes as Lazarus did and come forth in service and celebration
to the Lord as we give thanks for eternal life with our Savior.
As this newsletter goes to print, the men are working on upgrading the steps to the firepit, Boy Scout Troop 771 is rechartered
for the next year of learning and adventure, and Girl Scout Troop
888 successfully celebrated their first Girl Scout Sunday with us.
In addition, this month we resumed the Wednesday Express
meal with dinner and a prayer meeting. In the coming months
we plan to actively fellowship, pray, and share together each
third Wednesday the information updates and prayer needs for
the church and congregation. Key dates for your calendar include Palm Sunday services on April 10, Maundy Thursday Services on April14, Eggscellent Easter on April 16, Easter Sunday
Sunrise and Resurrection Services on April 17, and the next Express Dinner and Prayer Service on April 20. Hockey and baseball game options are also on the planning horizon later this
spring.
Always be ready to actively demonstrate Christ’s love for our
neighbor and remember that in all we say and do – “If God is for
us, who can be against us?”

~ ~ In Prayer and Service, David
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From the MacPherson Men
The MacPherson Men gathered in the Fellowship Hall
on March 19 for breakfast and a devotion. Physically and
spiritually fed, they then headed out to the hill leading to
the firepit to install some steps. The hope is that these
steps, in combination with the railing already there, will
make the walk to and from the firepit more accessible
to anyone needing some extra support on the hill! Gentlemen, mark your calendars for the next MacPherson
Men meeting: May 21.
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From Evangelism & Mission
Returning to the Lord’s Mission
Don Mollett, Team Chair
Proverbs 11:24-25 - One gives freely, yet grows all the
richer; another withholds what he should give, and only
suffers want. Whoever brings blessing will be enriched,
and one who waters will himself be watered.
The last two years have taken a great toll on the nation’s
Christian mission work. MacPherson was no exception to
the effect of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Many of the Evangelism & Mission events were canceled or postponed due
to restrictions and impacts on the foundation of these
events—the people. Without Christians giving of themselves to do the Lord’s work, the Word of God does not
reach those in need.
Many have asked the question, “What motivates a Christian to volunteer?” Daniel Dowling, a freelance journalist
and copywriter, focuses on personal development in his
writings. In one of his articles he states, “The strongest,
most inspiring people in history are the ones who chose to
love regardless of their circumstances. What gives some
people the ability to love where others fail? Faith. Faith is
the decision to love, no matter the circumstances. And the
more you choose love, the greater your faith will grow.” It
is through faith that we go out into the world to share freely
the word and love of God.
Proverbs 3:27 urges, “Do not withhold good from those to
whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it.” The other
side of the coin is: How do we get volunteers to join in this
mission? Many in today’s world have lost hope and had
their faith shaken when they see in this upside-down world
full of poverty, war, and pain. Love and compassion for
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your fellow man, under these conditions, can seem pointless, weak, and undeserving. But it's just the opposite.
Love can be difficult, but if your faith and desire to serve
the Lord are your foundation, it's our greatest purpose in
what we do in our daily lives.

Upcoming Events
April 15 - Applications and money for the CabellLincoln West Virginia Workcamp due. Remember
God’s word from Proverbs 3:27: “Do not withhold
good from those to whom it is due, when it is in
your power to do it.” This opportunity not only helps those
in need but builds faith, love, and compassion.
April 16, 1:00-3:00 pm - Eggscellent Easter – Fun
for the family and an opportunity to socialize with
fellow Christians. See Don Mollet to volunteer!
April 4, 11, 25 at 7:30 am - Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting in the Fellowship Hall. A great
way to start your week and strengthen your Faith.
Share your strength and faith with others who
may be in need.

If you have ideas, concerns, or a passion for our outreach
and mission efforts, please contact Don Mollett, Barney
Treneman, Bill Kern, or Scott Cummings, or join us on
Thursday, April 7, 7:00 pm, Room 228, for fellowship and
God’s work with the E&M team.
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5

6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220,
#221, #224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (Zoom)

4

7:30 am Monday Morning Prayer
Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
7:00 pm Cub Scouts (#224 &
#227)
8:00 pm Pack Committee
(#233A)

Tuesday

Communion
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm Young Disciples

Monday

3

Sunday

8
7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH/K)

7
6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (YouTube)
7:00 pm E & M (#228)
7:00 pm Lafayette Investment Club
(P)
7:00 pm Congregational Care
(Zoom/FH)

8:00 am-Noon Happy Feet Soccer
(Soccer Field)

9

8:00 am-Noon Happy Feet Soccer
(Soccer Field)

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH/K)

Youth Yard Sale
6 am—Noon

BUS RESERVED
GIRL SCOUTS

2

Saturday
BUS RESERVED
GIRL SCOUTS

1

Friday

5:00 pm Worship & Music (FH)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
7:30 pm Christian Ed (FH)

Thursday

6

Wednesday

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
April 2022
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Food Drive

12:15 pm M & Ms

24

Applications & Money for
Cabell-Lincoln Workcamp Due

Easter Sunday
6:00 am Sunrise Service at the
Firepit followed by breakfast in the
Fellowship Hall

17

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
7:00 pm Cub Scouts (#224 &
#227)

25

Church Office Closed
For Easter Holiday

18

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
7:00 pm Cub Scouts (#224 &
#227)

Centsability Offering
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm M&Ms
12:15 pm Session (#205)

Palm Sunday

11

10

6:00 pm Circle 7 (FH)
6:00 pm Girl Scouts (#220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (Zoom)
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6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (Zoom)
7:00 pm Troop Committee Meeting (P)

19

6:00 pm Girl Scouts (FH, #220, #221,
#224, #227, #233A)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (Zoom)
6:30 pm Circle 4 (TBA)

12

5:00 pm Finance (#205)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

29
7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH/K)

28
6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (YouTube)

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH/K)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (YouTube)
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22

21

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
6:00 pm Wednesday Express Meal
& Prayer Meeting (FH/K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

Good Friday

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

10:00 am Circle 5 (P)
6:00 pm Fireside Chat with David &
Pastor Jim (YouTube)
6:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service
with Easter Cantata (S)
7:00 pm Eagle Board of Review
(#224, #227)

Maundy Thursday

15

14

20

6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

13

11:00 am—6:00 pm Fellowship
Hall Reserved—Reyes

8:00 am-Noon Happy Feet
Soccer (Soccer Field)
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8:00 am-Noon Happy Feet
Soccer (Soccer Field)
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1:00-3:00 pm
Eggscellent Easter
Celebration
(Soccer Field/FH)

8:00 am-Noon Happy Feet
Soccer (Soccer Field)

16

Please See Paper Copy for This Content
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May We Pray for You?
The Pastor and the MacPherson Prayer Team would like to pray
for you and your concerns. Please fill out the slip below and return it to the office, drop it in the collection plate, or place it into
the wooden box marked “Prayer,” which hangs on the wall near
the Little Kitchen. You may also send a confidential email to Rene with
this information, if you are not attending service in-person.

Please Pray for: _______________________________
This person is:
Myself
Family member (relationship) ____________________
Coworker Friend/Neighbor Church Member
Request Is for:
Surgery (Date & Time)____________________________
Health & Healing
Hospital Stay
Marriage & Relationships
Finances/Employment
Spiritual Guidance
Grief
Depression/Mental Health Child/Youth
Cancer
Addiction/Recovery
Hospice/End of Life
Other
Please describe your concern: _________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Your Name: _________________________________
Telephone: __________________________________
Email: ______________________________________
Please share with the Prayer Team & the Pastor.
This request is confidential (Pastor only).
Please have the Pastor call me.
 Please add name to prayer list in bulletin/newsletter.
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April 2022 – Seek Salvation
Verse 1 – The Lord Is My Salvation
Psalm 27:1
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I
fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid?”

Verse 2 – Salvation Is My Hope
Psalm 119:81
“My soul longs for your salvation; I hope in your
word.”
Verse 3 – Salvation Only Through Jesus
Acts 4:12
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”
Verse 4 – God Calls Us to Salvation
1 Thessalonians 5:9
“For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Verse 5 – Salvation is Available for All
Titus 2:11
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people.”
Verse 6 – Pray for the Leaders of Habitat for Humanity, Operation Inasmuch, and Our City
Psalms 127:1
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it
labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the
city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”
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April Birthdays
Please See Paper Copy
for This Content
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The Youth enjoyed Winter Jam
2022, with featured performer
New Song and preaching by
Shane Pruitt about our purpose
in Jesus and Jesus alone. The
Youth also ran into some familiar faces at the concert: Pastor
Hank and his daughter Zoe!

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
3525 Cliffdale Road, Fayetteville NC 28303
(910) 867-2113
church@macphersonchurch.com
www.macphersonchurch.com
Pastor
Church Secretary
René Bahrenfuss
Organist
Pam Arthur
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