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From APP

Steve Thrasher, APP Chair
June brings the conclusion of the fumigation project. On Saturday, May 21, 26 people met to “pack out” the church contents
we did not want exposed to the gas during the fumigation. On Monday, May 23
Pastor Jim hosted a prayer gathering to
pray for the fumigation and the safety of
the workers from Clegg’s. From May 23June 1, Clegg’s completed the fumigation
by tarping the whole building (sanctuary,
offices/parlor and education wing), injecting gas, and then aerating the building. On Saturday, June 4, 25 people met to wipe
off surfaces after the fumigation, return our property from Bobby
Dail’s trailer to the church, and prepare for worship services in
the sanctuary. Rene and Pastor Jim returned their offices to operational, and the church reopened on Monday, June 6.
The description above really does not explain well enough what
Clegg’s experienced in the process of covering the church, before the fumigation. Due to the impact of wind, rain, and the
sharp edges of our metal roof, they had to re-tarp parts of the
church as many as four times. This significantly slowed their
work progress and caused them to work throughout the Memorial Day weekend. Clegg’s did not increase the charge to the
church, and they volunteered to apply some borate to the area
where the old house borer beetle infestation was most concentrated, so they are really treating us right. You can expect to
see a Clegg’s truck around a bit more, for the borate application.
Special thanks to the following people: Bobby Dail for the loan
of his trailer, Jeanie Jernigan for taking pictures during the pack
out, Mary Groening and Liz Hart for accounting of the financial
side of the fumigation, the Youth Group for their participation
and help in both the pack out and the “move-in,” and all the donors who gave so generously to the Bug Out fund. This was
truly a whole church effort, and I appreciate everyone’s contributions! Thanks also to the good Lord above for His guidance
throughout this process, and His provision regarding the significant monetary cost of this treatment.
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The fumigation process began with a time of
prayer for the safety and success of the work.
Then the Clegg’s crew got right to work, including
the challenge of the metal Sanctuary roof.
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Successful fumigation begins with
successful tarping of the building . . .
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. . . which included covering all sharp
corners to avoid tearing the tarp.
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The tarping process
begins with “prestaging” the tarps and
then unfolding and
covering the building.
In the end, a hoist
was used to safely
and successfully
cover much of the
building.
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The combination of wind, rain, and sharp edges
caused Clegg’s to re-tarp parts of the roof
as many as four times.
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Finally fully
tarped and
ready to start
the gas!
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It was “fan-palooza” in the
church. Fans did double
duty. Some of them helped
distribute the fumigation
gas. All of them helped with
aeration of the building.
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Fumigation didn’t stop church on Sunday, May 29.
The blessing of good weather enabled worship on
the soccer field with two services, Sunday morning
breakfast, Sunday school, and even the usual
broadcast via YouTube!
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In the end:
cleanup. All the
tarping was
removed, Clegg’s
cleaned up their
materials, the hoist
was returned, and
the little red porta
potty was last to
depart!
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The Bug Out Dessert Auction
It’s all about the goodies at this
annual auction!
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Auctioneer Scott Grumelot kept the evening rolling
smoothly as attendees bid on an abundance of
cakes, pies, cupcakes, and other treats. Thanks to
your generosity cooking and bidding, you raised
more than $4,000 for the
Bug Out Fumigation Fund!
Total donations to the Bug
Out Fund have reached
$71,490.00. As of the publication of this newsletter,
we are just $510 short of
reaching the final goal of
$72,000. Just a few more
donations needed to bust
the top of that thermometer!
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The ladies of the
church prepared a
delicious Express Dinner in advance of the
Bug Out Auction . . .
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. . . and everyone
enjoyed the meal and
the fellowship!
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My Story: Wrestling with God
PASTOR JIM
Jesus speaking to the eleven declares, “You did not choose Me
but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear
fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask
of the Father in My name He may give to you. This I command
you, that you love one another. If the world hates you, you know
that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world,
the world would love its own; but because you are not of the
world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world
hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also
persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also” (John 15:16-20).
I understand this passage right well. I understand it because in
many ways this is what happened to me. Let me explain.

Early on in my Christian walk I knew Jesus was calling me to
service in His kingdom. I did not know what exactly Jesus was
calling me to do; I just knew I was being called. My understanding, however, became clearer as time went on. I first realized I
was being called into ministry while I was a student at the Defense Language Institute in Monterey California in 1985. I think,
as I reflect upon these events of my life, there were unmistakable signs or signals from God regarding what He planned for
me. For example, my wife’s pastor (this is before I began going
to church with my wife; see MacPherson Press April 2022) once
told my wife he thought God was calling me to ministry. I rejected this notion entirely because it was not my plan.
My plan was to retire from the Army and work for the government. However, God’s plan for me was far different. I began answering God’s call to ministry by bargaining with God. I rationalized, “I am teaching Sunday School, I am leading a youth group.
Surely, Lord You are happy with all I am doing.” Of course, the
Lord’s answer to me was, “You know you are not yet doing what
I am calling you to do.”
Many people, whether they are ministers, elders, or deacons
seem to have spent much time and energy trying to bargain
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with God. Scripture has something to say about bargaining with
God. You may not think what you are doing is bargaining with
God but it most assuredly is. Whenever you tell the Lord God there are
conditions for your obedience you
are bargaining with the Lord. The
preacher of Ecclesiastes admonishes all who would bargain with God:
Guard your steps as you go to the
house of God and draw near to listen rather than to offer the
sacrifice of fools; for they do not know they are doing evil. Do
not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter
in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on
the earth; therefore let your words be few. For the dream
comes through much effort and the voice of a fool through
many words. When you make a vow to God, do not be late in
paying it; for He takes no delight in fools. Pay what you vow! It
is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and
not pay. Do not let your speech cause you to sin and do not say
in the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake.
Why should God be angry on account of your voice and destroy
the work of your hands? For in many dreams and in many
words there is emptiness. Rather, fear God (Ecclesiastes 5:17).
I believe the point is clear: You come to God’s house to worship. If you hear God call and you make a promise to God you
better keep the promise. It may look like this in our lives. While
praying God whispers your name calling you to serve in His
kingdom work: “Lord, I am already teaching a Bible study. Let
me do this and I promise I will be more regular in church.” If you
do this or something akin to it then you are bargaining with
God. This is what I did for many years. Each time God responded saying, “You already know what I want; I want you to surrender all of who you are to Me.” I always in kind responded, “Lord,
You sure do ask a lot.”
The Lord does not really ask a lot. Rather, He asks for nothing
but you and your love. Once I realized this it still took me a
while to surrender all of me to God. It was only after studying
the story of the Good Shepherd that everything fell into place.
The part of this story in particular follows.
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“I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know
Me, even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I
lay down My life for the sheep. I have other sheep, which are not
of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice;
and they will become one flock with one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I
may take it again. No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it
down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I
have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received
from My Father” (John 10:14-18, emphasis mine).
Did you catch this? Jesus laid down His life for me! Wow! In English we have a physical understanding of what “Life” means. We
think in terms of the physical existence of a person or creature.
This is not what Jesus did. Jesus did not simply lay down or give
up His physical existence. Oh no; far from it. The Greek word
translated “Life” when speaking of the physical life is Zoe. The
word John uses to express what Jesus did is Psuken1 which
means being or the totality of what makes a person who they are.
You see once I realized the enormous sacrifice Jesus really
made for me it changed my understanding of what God was calling me to do in His service.
Jesus gave up everything for me. I was trying to negotiate with
the Creator of the universe about what I wanted to do in life. Understanding what Jesus really laid down for me added great clarity to the following Philippians passage. Paul writes:
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself,
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death
on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and
bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that
at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who
are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father (Philippians 2:5-11).
Jesus gave up everything, emptied Himself for me. Could I not
surrender my will and my desires to the Lord?
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When I finally surrendered myself to the Lord I made a most
amazing discovery. Maybe it is more correct to say I became a
very different person. Please understand, I am not writing about
salvation. I am writing about living in obedience to the vocational call from God—and everyone has a vocational call from God.
All the time I spent resisting God’s call became a lesson. While
resisting God I was irritable, self-centered, over-whelmed by
life, and becoming increasingly bitter. Once I surrendered all of
me to Jesus, God in the flesh, it seemed the world was finally
lifted off of my shoulders. I could breathe; I could relax. I began
to enjoy life in ways I had never enjoyed it before. What an
amazing transformation.
Before I surrendered fully to God I was living in a spiritual wilderness. David, while wandering in the wilderness, wrote:
O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul
thirsts for You, my flesh yearns for You, In a dry and weary land
where there is no water. Thus I have seen You in the sanctuary,
To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips will praise You. So I will bless
You as long as I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name. My
soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, And my mouth offers praises with joyful lips. … For You have been my help, And
in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy. My soul clings to
You; Your right hand upholds me (Psalm 63:1-8).
Remember Jesus came for many reasons, one of which is, “…
So that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made
full” (John 15:11).
I encourage all of you to fully surrender yourself to Jesus, our
Lord and Savior.
Until the nets are full,
Pastor Jim
________________________________
1
The Romanization is not necessarily the widely accepted ones
used in academics. They are my transliterations for clarity of
pronunciation.
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It’s Almost Here!!
Vacation Bible School
July 17-21, 2022

Ready to Register?
Can You Help?
Contact Bill Groening or Dennis Reid!
Start inviting people now!
Make sure the dates are on your calendar!

20

Other News from APP

Steve Thrasher, APP Chair
On the night of May 9-10, the church’s garage doors were
vandalized. This was discovered by the police, who often
use our parking lot. After obtaining estimates from three
local garage door companies, new doors are ordered and
will be installed over the summer. Lead time estimates are
4- to 10-weeks (due to a combination of COVID-19 and
supply chain issues), so it is too soon to predict an installation date.

June Birthdays
See paper version for this content
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Mary McArthur Picnic
Youth Sunday
Communion

12:15 pm Mary McArthur Tailgate
Picnic

5

Sunday

7

6:30 Bible 101 (Zoom)

7:30 am Monday Morning Prayer
Meeting (FH)

Tuesday

6

Monday

9
6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)
7:00 pm Eagle Board of Review
(#224, #227)

6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)
7:00 pm E & M (#228)
7:00 pm Congregational Care (FH/
Zoom)

8

2

5:00 pm Worship & Music (FH)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
7:30 pm Christian Ed (FH)

Thursday

1

Wednesday

Friday

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

10

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

3

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
June 2022

8:00 am-Noon Happy Feet Soccer
(Soccer Field)

11

8:00 am-Noon Happy Feet Soccer
(Soccer Field)

4

Saturday
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6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)

6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

6:30 pm Bible 101 (Zoom)

27

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)

26

Food Drive
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm M & Ms

Happy Father’s Day!
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22
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7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)

6:30 pm Bible 101 (Zoom)

28
5:00 pm Finance (#205)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

29

6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)

30

6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)
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20

6:00 pm Wednesday Express &
Bible Study—Bug Out Burger Bash
(FH/K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
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6:30 pm Bible 101 (Zoom)

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)

Centsability Offering
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm M & Ms
12:15 pm Session (#205)

14

13

12

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

24

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

17

25

8:00 am-Noon FH Reserved for
Presbytery Function

8:00 am-Noon Happy Feet
Soccer (Soccer Field)
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A final farewell to the fumigation with just a few of the
folks who helped with the pack-out and move-in. Thank
you to all the photographers who contributed to this
month’s newsletter: Jose Cardona, Jeannie Jernigan,
Pastor Jim, Steve Thrasher, & Rene Bahrenfuss.

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
3525 Cliffdale Road, Fayetteville NC 28303
(910) 867-2113
church@macphersonchurch.com
www.macphersonchurch.com
Pastor
Church Secretary
René Bahrenfuss
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