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God calls MacPherson Presbyterian Church
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to make disciples, and to be His witness.

It’s Time!!!!

Join us for Vacation Bible School
July 17 through July 21, 2022

Use this link for registration and additional
information:
https://macpherson-presbyterianchurch.mycokesburyvbs.com/
For more information call:
Dennis Reid (910-728-6357) or
Bill Groening (910-527-0488)

My Story: Bargaining with God
PASTOR JIM
When I was living in South Korea it became necessary to learn
how to “bargain.” If I went to one of the markets, not a department store but an open-air market, bargaining was a survival
skill. You never bought anything at the price marked. I found this
“survival skill” was also necessary in various other countries
around the world. To be honest, I never liked bargaining that
much. I always felt as if I overpaid. Yet learning to bargain in this
way was necessary. My motive was to make sure I did not overpay for the items purchased in the market. I also learned people
bargain with each other with various motives, not all of them
good. Even though I don’t like “bargaining,” learning to bargain
is a life skill that is necessary to know. I did discover, however,
one place, or should I say One person, with whom I never had a
problem bargaining: The Lord God.
There are a few examples in Scripture of people bargaining with
God. I will share three with you. The first is of Abraham bargaining with God for the cities of Sodom, Gomorrah, and the other
cities of the valley (Genesis 18:22-33, 19:29). Scripture records:
Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom,
while Abraham was still standing before the LORD. Abraham
came near and said, “Will You indeed sweep away the righteous
with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the
city; will You indeed sweep it away and not spare the place for
the sake of the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from You to
do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the
righteous and the wicked are treated alike. Far be it from You!
Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?” So the LORD
said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will
spare the whole place on their account.” And Abraham replied,
“Now behold, I have ventured to speak to the Lord, although I
am but dust and ashes. Suppose the fifty righteous are lacking
five, will You destroy the whole city because of five?” And He
said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” He spoke to
Him yet again and said, “Suppose forty are found there?” And
He said, “I will not do it on account of the forty.”
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Abraham continued in this vein until finally in verse 32 he said,
“Oh may the Lord not be angry, and I shall speak only this once;
suppose ten are found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it
on account of the ten.” As soon as He had finished speaking to
Abraham the LORD departed, and Abraham returned to his
place.”
You can clearly see in this story Abraham is trying to strike a
bargain with God. Abraham’s motive is to intercede for the righteous. In this case only Lot is righteous (see 2 Peter 2:7). So
Abraham deemed bargaining with God a necessity to intercede
for the righteous.
The second example of someone bargaining with God is a little
different. Let’s take a look at Moses’ conversation with the Lord
from the “Burning Bush.” From Exodus 3:10-4:17 (emphasis
mine) we read:
Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that
you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.” But
Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and
that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?” And He said,
“Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that
it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out
of Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain.” Then Moses
said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will
say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now
they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to
them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said,
“Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to
you.’” God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to
the sons of Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent
me to you.’ This is My name forever, and this is My memorialname to all generations. Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, has appeared to me, saying,
“I am indeed concerned about you and what has been done to
you in Egypt. …. Then Moses said, “What if they will not believe
me or listen to what I say? For they may say, ‘The LORD has
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not appeared to you.’” The LORD said to him, “What is that in
your hand?” And he said, “A staff.” Then He said, “Throw it on
the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. But the LORD said to Moses,
“Stretch out your hand and grasp it by its tail”--so he stretched
out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand-“that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has appeared to you.
This passage continues for several more verses (4:6-17), with
Moses attempting to bargain with God by providing excuses for
why he cannot do what God is calling him to do. The result is The
Lord becomes angry with Moses and refuses to let Moses off the
hook. The motive for this type of bargaining is both selfish and
fearful.
The third example of people “bargaining” with God I want to
share is found in Judges 11:29-40. In this passage Jephthah
makes a promise to God for answering a prayer. Jephthah promises that if God gives the sons of Ammon into his hand, whoever
comes out of the door of his house to meet him on his return will
be offered as a burnt offering. God answers this prayer and we
read:
When Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, behold, his daughter was coming out to meet him with tambourines and with dancing. Now she was his one and only child; besides her he had no
son or daughter. When he saw her, he tore his clothes and said,
“Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low, and you are
among those who trouble me; for I have given my word to the
LORD, and I cannot take it back.” So she said to him, “My father,
you have given your word to the LORD; do to me as you have
said, since the LORD has avenged you of your enemies, the
sons of Ammon.” She said to her father, “Let this thing be done
for me; let me alone two months, that I may go to the mountains
and weep because of my virginity, I and my companions.” Then
he said, “Go.” So he sent her away for two months; and she left
with her companions, and wept on the mountains because of her
virginity. At the end of two months she returned to her father,
who did to her according to the vow which he had made . . .
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In this example Jephthah makes a “bargain” with God using this
formula: “God, if You answer my prayer then I will …..” This way
of praying is very common in the Christian community; perhaps,
some of you reading this article have prayed in this way. The motive in this example is the fear God will only grant victory if we
make an appropriate sacrifice or offering to the Lord. This also is
common among Christians.
I am pretty sure I have bargained with
God using each of these formulas. But it is
the second example I want to address
specifically. I, like Moses, had a plethora
of excuses for why I was unable to answer
God’s call for me into professional ordained ministry. When God
first called me I did not make excuses for not being obedient. Rather, I thought if I ignored God He would leave me alone and
then I could go on with my life in peace. I am sure you already
figured out God did not leave me alone nor did He allow me to
live my life in peace. God continued to call me into His service.
My response was to “bargain” with God. The conversations went
like this:
God: I want you to be My minister.
Me: Lord, I am already teaching Sunday School. You should be
happy with what I am doing.
God: I said I want you to be My minister, not just teach Sunday
School.
Me: Lord, I am not just teaching Sunday School. I lead our
church youth group and I was ordained a deacon last week.
God: Yes, James, those are good and excellent things to be doing but, I am have something bigger planned for you. I am calling
you to be My minister.
Me: Lord, aren’t I already Your minister? What more do you want
from me? It feels like I live at church.
God: James do not confuse your business for authentic service
in My kingdom. The youth you minister to are being blessed by
what you say and do. But you can do so much more. Remember,
I Am always with you.
Me: Lord, if I do as You ask then I will have to go back to school
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and then to seminary. I cannot afford to do it. Besides, I need to
go to work after I retire from the Army. I have to take care of my
family.
God: I DID NOT ASK YOU TO BE MY MINISTER! I CALLED
YOU AND NOW I COMMAND IT!
Me: Yes, Lord. I surrender all.
In the same way God stripped away every one of Moses’ excuses for not being obedient to God’s call, so, too, did God strip
away all of my excuses as well.
Here is my point for this installment of “My Story”—and yours:
God calls every one of us first to salvation and then to vocation.
Often, our plans for life put us at odds with God’s call. When we
live in opposition to God’s call we will not have peace in life because we are rebelling against the Lord God. It was only after I
surrendered my will to God’s will that God’s peace which surpasses all comprehension dwelt within me. If you know God is
calling you to something do not delay in being obedient to His
call.
Until the nets are full,
Pastor Jim

July Sermon Information
July 3: Give Heed to God
Proverbs 14:34 & 16:12; Acts 4:13-22
July 10: Be an Altruist
1 Kings 11:30-40; 1 Peter 4:12-19
July 17: No Stumbling Blocks
Ezekiel 14:1-12; Matthew 18:1-14
July 24: Preserving the Soul
Hosea 4:1-10; Hebrews 10:32-39

July 31: Piety: A Lost Practice
Daniel 6:1-16; 1 Timothy 5:1-8
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Thank You, Ladies!
On Father’s Day, several ladies of the church honored our Heavenly Father with a cleaning day in
the Sanctuary. They gave plenty of TLC to the
pews, floors, and woodwork, including the window
ledges. Hard work was followed by a lovely time
of fellowship and lunch.
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From APP

Steve Thrasher, APP Chair

Since the Bug Out newsletter update, the major
APP update has been installation of replacement
garage doors. This was a result of the vandalism
that occurred on the night of May 9-10. We ordered new doors from Marvin Allyn Door Company, who started installation on Tuesday, June 14
and completed the work on Friday, June 17. The
doors arrived faster than the 4-10 week estimate
provided at the time of ordering, so we are well
ahead of schedule. This will enable MacPherson
Church and Scout Troop 771 to store their
“garage gear" safely.
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From Worship and Music
Summer has arrived, bringing with it summer vacations,
beach trips, picnics, family reunions, and so much more. At
MacPherson, we ushered in the season on June 5 with
Pentecost, Youth Sunday, and the Mary McArthur Picnic.
Our youth did an outstanding job presenting the services
on Youth Sunday. The music and the message were both
moving and inspirational. Be sure to let our youth know
how much we appreciate their involvement and participation in all our church events. Following the service, the
Mary McArthur picnic gave us a time to enjoy great fellowship and great food.
On Pentecost we celebrated the fulfillment of Christ’s
promise to send the Holy Spirit (John 14:26, Acts 1:8). An
excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship states:
“Therefore, on the Day of Pentecost, we celebrate God’s
gift of Holy Spirit which draws us together as one people,
helps us to comprehend what God is doing in the world,
and empowers us to proclaim, in word and in deed, God’s
plan of reconciling all people in the name of Christ.”
This reminds us of our Church Mission Statement which
calls MacPherson to proclaim the good news, make disciples, and be His witness. Let us remember what a blessing
we have been given and resolve to fulfill His calling.
We celebrated our mothers in May and both our youth and
our fathers in June. Celebrating the gift of our earthy fathers, their guidance and wisdom, reminds us to be particularly thankful for and celebrate the gift and the blessings of
our Heavenly Father.
"Those blessings are
sweetest that are won with prayer
and worn with thanks.”
-Thomas Goodwin
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Congratulations to First
Sergeant Justin Grady,
husband of Cristy and sonin-law of Pastor Jim and
Myung Randall. Justin is
currently featured in an exhibit in the National Museum of the United States Army at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia.
The exhibit considers “The
Army and Society,” which
illustrates how soldiers are
also citizens engaged in their communities. At
least a million soldiers serve in the U.S. Army, and
100 were featured in this display. Inclusion in the
exhibit is a high honor for Justin, who currently is
serving in Okinawa.
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Help Needed:
Food Pantry & Faith Freezer
MacPherson Church gets at least one call or visit per
week from folks in need of food support. Through your
generous donations, we are able to help in two ways:
the Food Pantry and the Faith Freezer.

Food has been trickling in to re-stock the food pantry
post-fumigation. Many thanks to all of you who have
contributed so far. We still have great need for several
of the staples to fill the shelves: canned vegetables
(green beans, carrots, corn); pasta
and spaghetti sauce; Ramen soup;
macaroni and cheese; tuna; and
white rice. In truth, any non-expired
food donation is welcome, but these
are some of the staples that help us
fill a bag for someone in need. Everyone’s grocery bill has gone up for
sure, but the donation of even one or two items will go
a long way in enabling the Food Pantry to support
those who are especially in need.
The Faith Freezer is empty right now—and has stayed
fairly empty since regular Wednesday night meals
stopped with COVID. Folks occasionally cook a little
extra and donate it, and that is what we are encouraging! As you cook this summer, think of the Faith Freezer and what a blessing it is to be able to give someone
a home-cooked, ready to heat-and-eat meal. Please
just be sure to label and date your item when you leave
it in the kitchen freezer.

Thank you for your continued support of the food ministry at MacPherson Church!
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Scenes from Youth Sunday
June 5, 2022
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Eagle Scout News from Troop 771
Recent Eagle Scout news began in early May with the
Court of Honor to recognize and celebrate the achievement
of Tomas Lindon in completing the requirements for the
rank of Eagle Scout. Tomas and his brother Nicolas have
been active in Troop activities for several years and together have provided twelve meditation benches along the
MacPherson campus walking trail. The photo below shows
Tomas being promoted by his parents and brother; the second photo shows Tomas, his parents, and brother.
Congratulations to both Eagle Scouts!

Eagle celebrations continued into June with two Courts of
Honor to recognize and celebrate the achievements of Jonathan Frye, Alex Klassy, Aiden O’Herron, and Elijah Howell. Jonathan, Alex, Aiden, and Elijah all crossed over to
Troop 771 the summer of 2016 and were determined to
share and celebrate their Eagle Scout journey as a team.
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That dream was realized on 3 June as all four Scouts celebrated the completion of their journey to the Rank of Eagle
Scout. Devin Howell’s celebration was held on 13 June as
he celebrated the culmination of his Scouting experience to
Eagle Scout as well. All five young men have been active in
Troop 771 activities for several years and share many
memories of life skills learned and practiced in preparation
for the next stage of their adult lives. Congratulations and
Best Wishes to all of our recent Eagle Scouts as they chart
the next phase of life as it unfolds for them and their parents.
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From Congregational Care
David Hesnard, Chairman

May and June are in the history books. With fumigation, graduations, picnics, celebrations, and a
host of other activities, it
feels like we need to be
checked out for whiplash!
A group from MacPherson
even squeezed in a
Woodpecker’s
game on Faith and
Family Night! Now
July is here in a
rush with blazing
100 degree+
temps. What happened to Spring?!
With all the recent
activities, I am reminded of the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians where he writes, “Rejoice in
the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice. Let
your reasonableness be known to everyone. The
Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers
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and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things.” Paul’s guidance provides much for each of us regarding the Lord’s will
for our lives.
As this newsletter goes to print, take a moment to
give thanks for the blessings, freedoms, and opportunities we enjoy
in this, “Land of the Free and
Home of the Brave,” while we celebrate Independence Day, July
Fourth. When we are buffeted by
competing world views, remember – Jesus is the
Way, the Truth, and the Life. Anyone who says,
advocates or proclaims differently is trying to deceive, divert or deny the truth. In other words, they
are lying! Obey the ten commandments by Loving
God and Loving your Neighbor as demonstrated
by your lifestyle and see what changes we can
make in this broken world. Stay well hydrated,
check up on one another, and share life through
respectful, kind, compassionate, caring testimony
that reveals the faith we claim. Volunteer for Vacation Bible School and live into the faith we avow.
Always be ready to actively demonstrate Christ’s
love for your neighbor and remember that in all we
say and do – Give Thanks, Rejoice and Share
what Jesus has done in your life.
In Prayer and Service, David
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Bug Out Burger Bash
A great time was had by all at the Bug Out Burger
Bash. Thanks to all who participated and celebrated the fumigation success in fellowship and prayer—nearly 60 folks, our largest crowd for a
Wednesday night meal in a long while! In addition
to a delicious meal, the group heard from Jerusala
and Immanuel Martinex, who gave a helpful update
on the Presbytery Youth Program and opportunities
to join and serve. Join us for the next Wednesday
Express Meal on July 20. Menu TBA!
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From Evangelism & Mission
Don Mollett, Chairman

So much of what we do as Christians is driven by our faith.
It is by faith that we stand against the hardships of this life
and it is faith that strengthens us to endure so much. It is
our faith that tears down the walls and differences that
separate us and unifies us as one with Christ. In Galatians
3:23-29 we read “Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ
came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that
faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to the promise.”
Updates on Events
The Cabell-Lincoln Workcamp to West Virginia scheduled
for 19 June unfortunately was canceled due to the resurgence of COVID 19 in the area. The members of MacPherson Presbyterian Church were deeply disappointed in not
attending this year. Our prayers and heartfelt concern are
with the people of West Virginia, and we await next year to
hopefully go and spread the love God brings to those in
need. I want to personally thank and commend Barney
Treneman and Bill and Mary Groening for all the hard work
and support they provided in preparation of the trip.
Upcoming Events
The E&M Team will next meet at 7:00 pm, on 7 July in
room #228 and all are invited to join us as we look to other
opportunities to glorify God. Also the Pastor and several
members of the church will meet every Monday morning in
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July (11 /18 /25) at 7:30 am, for prayer in the fellowship
hall. So if you need your spiritual battery recharged this is
a great opportunity, and if you know someone that is in
need of God’s healing hand, please invite them to join you
and fellowship together.
Normally we would be preparing to depart for the Oryol
Russia Mission Trip during the month of July, but the situation in Russia and Ukraine has made any trips or support
to the region impossible for the foreseeable future. I ask
that we all offer our prayers and wishes for a speedy end
to the conflict and to restore some semblance of normalcy
to the lives of so many that have been devastated by the
war. Never have so many needed God’s healing hand.
We have the Foster Care Back to School Drive beginning
on 3 July. As you celebrate the 4th of July this year, please
consider this worthy mission. I will provide additional information for all the help to support this worthy endeavor.
15 July (Friday) at 7:00 am, we will once again support Operation INASMUCH breakfast. Please prayerfully consider
supporting with other members of MacPherson Church. I
think you will find it very rewarding and leave you feeling a
sensation of joy in your heart.
24 July (Sunday) the Food Drive will be back in full operations. Please bring any items that are in need to help others especially during these difficult times when so many
are having to choose between eating or putting gas in the
vehicle to get to work. The fumigation of the church postponed the food drive efforts for a few weeks so please help
us get things back on track. (See also page 11.)
If you have ideas, concerns, or a passion for our outreach
and mission efforts, please contact Barney Treneman, Bill
Kern, Scott Cummings, or Don Mollett, or join us on Thursday, July 7th, 7 PM, room 228, for fellowship and God’s
work with the E&M team.
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In the Mail . . .

Please See Paper Copy for This Content
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In the Mail . . .
Please See Paper Copy
for This Content

Please See Paper Copy for This Content
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July 2022 – Live Free in Christ
Verse 1 – Live Free in Jesus’ Truth
John 8:31-32
So, Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If
you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free.”
Verse 2 – Live in Freedom through Jesus
2 Peter 2:19
(False prophets) promise them freedom, but they
themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever
overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.
Verse 3 – Walk Freely in Jesus’ Teaching
Galatians 2:4
Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—
who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have
in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery . . . .
Verse 4 – Stand Firmly in Christ’s Truth
Galatians 5:1
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
Verse 5 – Pray for the Leaders of Habitat for Humanity, Operation Inasmuch, Our City, Our State,
and Our Country
Psalms 127:1
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it
labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the
city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”
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July Birthdays

Please See Paper Copy for This Content
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4

3

Foster Care
Back to School Drive
Begins

Communion

HAPPY 4th!

OFFICE CLOSED FOR
4th of JULY HOLIDAY
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Thursday

Friday

6
5:00 pm Worship & Music (FH)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
7:30 pm Christian Ed (FH)

5

6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205 & Zoom)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)
7:00 pm E & M (#228)
7:00 pm Congregational Care (FH/
Zoom)

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)
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7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

Wednesday
1

Tuesday

12:15 pm Youth Fellowship
12:15 pm M & Ms
6:00 pm Family Night Activity (FH)

Monday

July 31

Sunday

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
July 2022

9

2

Saturday

27

5:30-8:00 pm Vacation Bible School
6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
5:30-8:00 pm Vacation Bible
School
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

5:30-8:00 pm Vacation Bible School
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7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

5:00-8:00 pm Vacation Bible
School
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Food Drive
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm M & Ms

6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205 & Zoom)

26
5:00 pm Finance (#205)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

27

6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)

28

21

20

19

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

29

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

8:00 am—6:00 pm Lifeline
Screening (FH/K)
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7:00 am Operation Inasmuch
Breakfast Support
7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

10:00 am Circle 5 (P)
6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)
7:00 pm Eagle Board of Review
(#224, #227)

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
5:30-8:00 pm Vacation Bible
School

15

14

18

6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

13

17

6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205 & Zoom)

Bus Reserved—Pastor
7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

Centsability Offering
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm M & Ms
12:15 pm Session (#205 & Zoom)

12

11

10

30
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7:30 am MacPherson Men (FH/K)
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What better way
to end Youth
Sunday than with
a water balloon
fight at the Mary
McArthur
Picnic?

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
3525 Cliffdale Road, Fayetteville NC 28303
(910) 867-2113
church@macphersonchurch.com
www.macphersonchurch.com
Pastor
Church Secretary
René Bahrenfuss
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