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God calls MacPherson Presbyterian Church 
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, 
to make disciples, and to be His witness. 

Itõs Finally Here! 
 

VBS 2023  
 

See Page 10 For All  

the Last -Minute Details!  
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Responsibilities of  Citizenship 
PASTOR JIM  

 

Every year around the end of June and early July, I contem-

plate what it means to be a citizen 

and, more importantly, what it 

means to be a Christian who hap-

pens to be a citizen of a particular 

country. For some, citizenship is 

filled with expectation and obliga-

tion. For others, citizenship is taken for granted. For many, 

citizenship is expressed by way of national pride and main-

taining traditions. 

 

There are, however, certain responsibilities that are inherent 

with citizenship. Among the responsibilities of citizenship in 

the United States are voting, supporting the duly elected gov-

ernment, and teaching our children what it means to be a 

good citizen. A responsible citizen is also required, even 

though we do a lousy job of it, to hold elected officials ac-

countable for the manner in which they exercise their stew-

ardship of all that is entrusted to their care by their constitu-

ents. 

 

Some suggest being a Christian is incompatible with exercis-

ing oneôs responsibilities as a citizen. I do not believe this is 

so. Paul the apostle reminds ñé Every person be in subjec-

tion to the governing authorities. For there is no authority ex-

cept from God, and those which exist are established by God. 

Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordi-

nance of God; éò (Romans 13:1-2). Paul is reminding Chris-

tians that God is involved in the everyday affairs of humanity, 

including government. There is a time when it becomes right 

to resist government as Peter and John expressed to the 

Sanhedrin after being told to stop talking about Jesus. They  
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replied, ñWhether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to 

you rather than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop 

speaking about what we have seen and heardò (Acts 4:19). 
 

The founders of our nation certainly struggled with this issue. 

They were at times divided as to whether or not they should 

seek independence from the British Empire. Indeed, their ini-

tial efforts were to seek relief from their grievances through 

the established political system. Finding no relief they prayer-

fully embarked upon a course of action that would change the 

way people view their relationship to the government. 
 

The founders of the United States believed the call to inde-

pendence and liberty from a tyrannical government was con-

sistent with their belief in a Sovereign God. The founders 

were so certain what they were doing was ordained by God 

that in writing the Declaration of Independence they made 

direct references to God. The founders of our nation risked 

everything so their progeny could live free. They understood 

very well the extremely high cost of freedom.  
 

Jesus also understood the oppression of people and the high 

cost of freedom. Jesus, in order to 

obtain our freedom from sin, gave 

Himself as the cost of our liberty 

and freedom. Sadly, many Chris-

tians like many citizens in the United 

States, have squandered their liber-

ty and freedom. They prefer to live 

in bondage and subjection to sin. 
 

As Christians we are citizens of both the United States and of 

heaven. Paul reminds us, ñOur citizenship is in heaven, from 

which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christò (Philippians 3:20). As there are responsibilities inher-

ent in being a citizen of the USA, there are also responsibili-

ties for us as citizens of heaven. Among these are the sharing 

of the Gospel, fellowshipping with other Christians, spending  
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time with God, and praying for those in authority over us.  

 

The founders of our once great nation1 prayerfully sought 

Godôs direction in their activities in the hope of leading a tran-

quil and quiet life. Their prayers led them to declare inde-

pendence from the British Empire and to make a final appeal 

to God as they wrote, ñFor the support of this Declaration, 

with a reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mu-

tually pledge to each other our fortunes, and our sacred hon-

orò (The Declaration of Independence).  

 

So my challenge to each of you this month when we cele-

brate our independence from tyranny is that you pray for our 

leaders and those of other nations. Remember Paul challeng-

es us as well when he writes, ñéI urge that entreaties and 

prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all 

men, for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we 

may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and digni-

tyò (1 Timothy 2:1-2). Let us pray fervently to God through Je-

sus for our leaders that we may enjoy revival and once again 

be a great nation. 

 

Until the nets are full, 

Pastor Jim  

 

______________________ 
 

1
Many believe the United States is still a great nation. This may be so. 
However, I assert a nation which compromises those faith issues which 
establish societal norms and mores will soon also discover compromis-
es in its economic and political structures. I encourage you to read His-
tory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire by Edward Gibbon. 
There are various editions available. Gibbon asserts there are several 
areas of commonality that every nation which declines and ultimately 
falls allows to happen. Among these are the compromise of faith, the 
compromise of morality and ethic, and the corruption of government.  
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July Sermon Information 
 
 

 

The July sermons will focus on Jesus and our relationship 
to Him. Who is Jesus? What does He do for us? What 
should we be doing for Him? These are just a few of the 
questions I will answer in July as we examine Jesus: Our 
Refuge, Our Creator, Our Redeemer, and the Heart of God 
Revealed. Moreover, we will begin July discovering now is 
the perfect time for us to repent and return to the Lord. 
 

July 2ðTime to Repent 
Isaiah 1:10-20; 2 Peter 3:8-9 
 

July 9 ðJesus: Our Refuge 
Nahum 1:1-15; John 10:9-18 
 

July 16ðJesus: Our Creator 
Psalm 104:1-9; Colossians 1:13-20 
 

July 23ðJesus: Our Redeemer 
Job 19:23-27; 1 Peter 1:13-21 
 

July 30ðJesus: God's Heart Revealed 
Exodus 34:1-9; Hebrews 1:1-4 

 

The MacPherson Men will meet to continue 
their fellowship and ministry on Sat-
urday, July 15. All men and youth 
are invited to gather for a hearty 
breakfast in the Fellowship Hall at 
7:30 am followed by a brief devo-
tion, discussion on service to the 
Lord in the community, and opportunities to support 
Vacation Bible School activities. Please RSVP to the 
Church office indicating your participation and add 
the following Saturday morning meeting dates to 
your 2023 calendar: September 16 and November 
18. If you have questions or comments, contact Da-
vid Hesnard or Steve Thrasher for details. 
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From The Finance Team 
Mary Groening, Chair 

 

As you know, once again we are coming to you for your fi-

nancial support. We are embarking on a Capital Campaign. 

Our first, most pressing goal is to raise the funds necessary 

to replace the HVAC units that service the sanctuary. In order 

to continue to worship in a warm environment this fall and 

winter, the existing, aging systems must be replaced. In addi-

tion to those systems, we are aware that there are other units 

that are also reaching the point at which they too will need to 

be replaced. There is one thing that we, as your Finance 

Team, have learned over the past few years: Maintenance of 

our church is an ongoing, never-ending process. Past issues 

such as the roof replacement, the sanctuary repairs, and the 

Bug Out extermination have depleted our Building Fund re-

serves. Keeping all that in mind, the Capital Campaign is tar-

geting not only the HVAC replacement but the ongoing 

maintenance of our building.  
 

We do not have a firm figure to give you at this point for the 

cost of replacing the Sanctuary units, although we expect the 

final figure will be in the $70,000 range. For more information 

about this project, please see the APP article. As a team we 

would like to give a big shout out  and thank you to Steve 

Thrasher. He has spent countless hours with numerous com-

panies soliciting bids for this project. He has consolidated the 

information received from these companies to present to the 

Session for consideration. He has consulted with an expert 

about the permitting process with the city. He is continuing to 

reach out to the bidding companies to answer questions 

raised by the Session. Too often, we do not realize the time, 

effort, and energy that is expended to reach a plan for execu-

tion of a project such as replacing the sanctuary HVAC sys-

tem. Please take the time to thank Steve for the excellent 

work that he has done for our church. 
 

And, of course, the Finance Team would like to thank you in 

advance for your continued support. We have reached out 
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From APP 
Steve Thrasher, Chair 

 

Three headlines from APP this month: 
 

Celebrate: Most important for this month, we cele-
brated Reneôs 10-year recognition on June 11. Ten 
years is a long time for a person to serve in a church, 
and we are lucky to have had her with us for so long!  
Thanks to APP team member Liz Hart for her work in 
preparing Reneôs recognition. 
 

Heating and Air: We received bids from four compa-
nies, which were presented to the Session on June 
11. The Session requested that two of the firms pro-
vide follow-up bids, so that we would be able to com-
pare bids on like systems. These updated bids will be 
presented to the Session on June 25; the Session will 
decide whether to replace our 50-year old gas furnac-
es with new gas furnaces or heat pumps, as well as 
which company will do the work. 
 

Thanks: Finally, thanks to David Hesnard for his as-
sistance before Memorial Day, as we took the alumi-
num cans for recycling. This earned about $99, which 
will be applied to the cost of the heating and air re-
placement. 

to you several times in the past few years, and each time 

your response has been overwhelming. God does indeed 

have a plan for our church, and He is calling us to work to-

gether to bring those plans to pass. Thank you for your sup-

port. Together we can reach our goal! 

 

For we are Godôs fellow workers; 

you are Godôs field, Godôs building. 

1 Corinthians 3:9  
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In the Mail . . . 
 

Dear MacPherson Family, 
 

Brian and I would like to ex-
press our deepest apprecia-

tion for your celebration honoring my 
ten years of service among you. 
From the sweet cards to the incredi-
bly generous gift to the beautiful flow-
ers and the lovely reception afterwards (where I 
enjoyed talking with so many of you!) ð we can-
not thank you enough for taking the time to recog-
nize this milestone. Special thanks to all of you 
who helped organize and execute the morning. 
 

When I first came to MacPherson ten years ago, I 
learned on the very first day of work how to 
properly pronounce ñMacPherson.ò (LOL!) The 
renovation was still a relatively new accomplish-
ment, and the memory of other congregational 
challenges was still freshðand painful. 
 

When I first came ten years ago, there was a Rus-
sia Mission Network Conference to organize; new 
pew cushions, carpet, and paint to be arranged for 
the Sanctuary; and the ñBug Outò for Old Wood 
House Borer Beetles and a new roof and repairs 
for extensive water-damage were years away. No 
one had dreamed of such a thing as COVID, or 
how the short-term disruption caused by the virus 
would plant the seeds for a church that is now 
busier than ever in the Fayetteville community by 
opening her doors to Girl Scouts, homeschoolers, 
and a foster care agency.  
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I could not know that first day the major surgery I 
would soon face, or that you would pray us 
through Brianôs heart attack, or Iôd need you to 
support me in caring for my mother with her de-
mentia. I could not know that first day how many 
of the folks I came to know and love would, ten 
years on, have joined the Church Triumphant. 
 

The faces in the pews have changed over the 
years (retirements, PCSôs, Godôs call on individu-
als to live elsewhere for His purposes, those fu-
nerals I mentioned). But the One who sees the 
end from the beginning is still clearly working 
through MacPherson Church. Thank you for let-
ting me continue to join in that work with all of you. 
 

     In His Love, 
 

          Rene 
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Vacation Bible School 2023  
 

July 16 -20  
Sunday, 5:00 -8:00 pm  

Monday -Thursday, 5:30 -8:00 pm  

 

Children K -6th Grade Welcome  

There Is Also an Adult  VBS Class!  
 

Youth Grades 7 -12  

Encouraged to Volunteer  
 

Crafts, Bible Stories, Games, 

Drama, Music, and More!  
 

Potluck Dinner Sunday  

Bring a Dish to Share!  

 

Free supper Monday -Thursday  
Monday: Grilled Chicken Thighs w/ Fries  

Tuesday: Soft Shell Tacos w/ Fixinõs 

Wednesday: Sloppy Joes, Mac õN Cheese 

Thursday: Chicken Tenders, Tater Tots  

 

Register to attend or (volunteer) NOW at 
the VBS Information Table in the church 
or call the office (910/867 -2113) or go 
online:  
 

ŔƸƸƎƨĞƶƶŪúĖƎŔĭƣƨŹů-ƎƣĭƨČǖƸĭƣŗúů-
ĖŔǈƣĖŔƓŪǖĖŹšĭƨČǈƣǖǓČƨƓĖŹŪƶ 
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Behind the Scenes 
At MacPherson é.. 

 

If you have ever placed flowers in the 
Sanctuary in honor or memory of 
someone, you have no doubt spoken 
to Janice Moore the week before 
your flowers are to be in church. She 
probably calls you on Monday and 
asks what you want the dedication to 
say in the bulletin, what kind of colors 
or flowers you would prefer, a price 
range, and whether you plan on tak-
ing the flowers after the service or 
would like the Elder on Call to distrib-
ute them. She then contacts Rene with the dedication infor-
mation, Daleôs florist with the flower information, and lets 
the Elder on Call know if they are responsible for delivering 
the flowers to shut-ins. 
 

In addition, every fall Janice coordinates the flower calen-
dar for the coming year. She posts it on the Worship & Mu-
sic bulletin board and monitors the dates as they are 
claimed. She also carries over dates from year to year for 
folks who want to sponsor flowers on particular Sundays, 
most often in honor of loved ones who have passed. 
 

Janice does a lot for us at MacPherson, and even if you 
have been putting flowers in the church for awhile, you may 
not know (or remember) that Janice has been doing this 
since 1995! She starting using Daleôs personally in 1991, 
and she and Dale realized they had gone to elementary 
school together. Shortly after that, Janice was asked if she 
would like to coordinate the flowers for MacPhersonðand 
the rest is history. So, the next time you see Janice remem-
ber to say thank you, because what she does is truly a la-
bor of love that sheôs been doing for MacPherson and the 
Lord for close to 30 years! 
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Worship and Music 
 

Mary Groening, Chair 
 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
Pure and holy, tried and true; 
With thanksgiving, Iôll be a living 

Sanctuary for you. 
 
I am writing this article surrounded by the beauty and maj-
esty of Godôs creation here in West Virginia at the Cabell-
Lincoln Work Camp. There could be no better place to write 
about worship and music. The quiet and peace that de-
scends on the camp early in the morning presents the per-
fect opportunity to spend time in worship and in communion 
with God. Yes, Asbury Woods is indeed a sanctuary.  
 
As the camp begins to stir this morning, the air is filled with 
a symphony provided by the birds. The camp slowly comes 
to life, but soon there will be a flurry of activity as the partic-
ipants prepare to go out to be the hands and feet of God. 
The workers, both young and not so young, are actively en-
gaged in sharing their energy, their talents, their enthusi-
asm, and their faith with the residents they are serving. For 
many participants, this is a time for learning new skills. For 
all of us it is an opportunity to appreciate all the blessings 
that God has given us and to share those blessings with 
others. You cannot spend a week here and leave without a 
renewed sense of purpose and a renewed faith. As the 
camp motto proclaims: ñLove works.ò 
 
After a full day in the hollers building ramps and decks, the 
return to the camp allows a time of relaxation and fun. The 
evenings are filled with fellowship. This includes a worship 
service and Bible study. No evening would be complete 
without the wonderful, heartfelt music that fills the air. The 
Cabell-Lincoln songbook includes many favorites but per-
haps one of the most fitting songs sums up work camp by 
declaring: ñThey will know we are Christians by our love.ò 
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After a three-year hiatus, the camp numbers are smaller 
than they were in past years, but hopefully this is the begin-
ning of new growth for the Cabell-Lincoln Work Camp. 
Those of us who attended in years past have renewed old 
friendships while our new campers have made new friend-
ships which, if the past is any indicator, will last for many 
years to come. Each year, Fatherôs Day is departure day 
for the work camp. Put that day on your 2024 calendar and 
prayerfully consider joining this rewarding mission next 
year.  
 

Country roads, take me home 
To the place I belong 

West Virginia, mountain momma 
Take me home, country roads. 

 
 


