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God calls MacPherson Presbyterian Church
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to make disciples, and to be His witness.

There wasn’t a whole lot of sitting down
at VBS 2022, but everyone needs a break
sometime! To see more of this
year’s Bible School fun, turn
directly to pages 14-23!

Face-to-Face with the Lord
PASTOR JIM
Paul’s encounter with the Lord occurred on the Damascus
Road; mine happened on Frye Boulevard. Let me explain.
Throughout the Bible there are stories of people who had
face-to-face encounters with God. Some of these stories
are familiar to most people; other of these stories may be
not as familiar. For example, most Christians know the story of Moses’ encounter with God in the burning bush. You
can read of Moses’ encounter with the Lord in Exodus 3:14:23. A lesser known story of a face-to-face encounter with
the Lord is recorded for us in Joshua 5:13-6:5. In this encounter Joshua is face-to-face with the Lord and is told
“Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where
you are standing is holy” (Joshua 5:15). This causes the
reader to reflect on the Lord’s command to Moses (Exodus
3:5), “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy
ground.”
In the New Testament there is Paul’s well known face-toface encounter with the risen Savior and Lord, Jesus, on
the road to Damascus. This is recorded for us in Acts 9:19. A lesser known encounter also takes place in Acts; this
time it is the Gentile Cornelius who encounters the Lord
(see Acts 10:1-8).
I share these four encounters with the Lord so you will understand the Lord speaks with people in a variety of ways.
The Lord speaks with people in ways they will respond to
or accept. Joseph, Daniel, Peter, and others spoke with the
Lord via dreams and visions. Moses spoke with the Lord
as one speaks to a friend. I have both seen and spoken
with the Lord on several different occasions. In this
part of “My Story” I share with you one of these face-toface encounters and some of what transpired after.
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I know many are skeptical and perhaps even cynical when
I say I spoke with the Lord face-to-face. I really am ok with
people’s doubts and distrust. No one will ever convince me
that I did not speak with the Lord God face-to-face. Let me
provide you a Biblical example first of someone who needed direct intervention by the Lord. Consider Joshua for a
moment. Israel was led by Moses for forty years. Moses
spoke directly with the Lord. Perhaps, Joshua was reluctant to be the leader of Israel after Moses; I know I would
be reluctant to follow after one who had a long tenure. The
Lord came and spoke to Joshua, encouraging Joshua as
He reassured him asserting, “Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you nor forsake you. Be
strong and courageous” (Joshua 1:5-6).
Even though I was not following after a long-tenured leader
I did need reassurance from the Lord regarding His call to
ministry. As you read previously, I tried to dodge and
evade fully answering the Lord’s call for me to be His minister. It was my reluctance to embrace the Lord’s call that
made it necessary for the Lord to sit me down for a heart to
heart conversation. As I said at the start, Paul’s encounter
occurred on the Damascus Road; mine happened on Frye
Boulevard.
In the years leading up to my sitdown meeting with the Lord I already
knew what I was being called to do.
Yet, I was not very public about it. I
spoke with my wife about becoming a
minister regularly; the problem was I was exceedingly reluctant to commit to the call. Then in 1991, after returning
from Desert Storm, I went to Fort Huachuca, Arizona for
advanced leadership school. I was there from late August
until the Wednesday before Thanksgiving. During my time
at the leadership school the Lord blessed me with numerous opportunities to share Jesus and to encourage two
people to receive salvation in Jesus. Nevertheless, I was
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reluctant to fully commit to answering completely the Lord’s
call to professional ordained ministry.
Finally, graduation day arrived and a classmate, Adam,
asked if he could ride back to Fort Bragg with me. I told him
it would be fine. So as we were driving off Fort Huachuca
we decided to stop at the Denny’s restaurant in Sierra Vista
for breakfast before heading out on the interstate for the
long drive back to Fort Bragg.
As I was preparing to turn into the parking lot at Denny’s my
car inexplicably quit running. I tried to restart the car and
nothing. I looked under the hood of the car and discovered
the copper fuel line was cut in two. The fuel line looked as if
someone had taken a scalpel to it. It was not a tear, a
break, or a bend; the fuel line was cut cleanly and precisely.
Since the Pep Boys auto-center was adjacent to Denny’s,
we pushed the car into the Pep Boys lot and I was told it
would be a simple repair. The repairman went to make sure
he had the copper fuel line, which at the time was a very
common part for cars. When the repairman returned, he
with great bewilderment stated: “I don’t understand why we
don’t have the part. There are none anywhere in Sierra
Vista. The closest we could find the part is in Tucson.”
Since Adam and I were headed back to Fort Bragg there
was no choice but to fix the car. While the car was being
repaired we went and ate at Denny’s.
After eating breakfast we returned back to the waiting room
at Pep Boys. As we sat in the waiting room we faced Frye
Boulevard. From our seats we could see to the west back
towards Fort Huachuca and to the east down towards the
San Pedro River. There was also a clear unobstructed view
across the street. Inside the waiting room there were five
seats. To my left there was one empty seat and to my right
sat Adam and then two empty seats and a Dr. Pepper machine. We sat there for about twenty minutes when Adam
got up to buy a soda from the Dr. Pepper machine.
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Suddenly, from nowhere, there was a kindly old Gentleman
sitting in the chair to my immediate left. This Man was not
hobbled in any way. He seemed rather fit and healthy to
me. As soon as this Gentleman appeared in the chair, He
spoke very assertively to me declaring, “Second Timothy
2:15; you know it don’t you? For what I am calling you to do
you need to know this and do it.” I looked at Him and said,
“Actually, I don’t know that verse.” He then quoted it to me:
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).
This Man went on to explain the
importance of knowing Scripture and being able to use it appropriately. This Man then
stood up and walked out the
door and He was just gone. Adam came back from buying his
soda. I asked if he had seen
this Man. He said no. I told Adam my car was ready. He wanted to know how I knew since
there had been no announcement saying so. I said, “I just
know.” As soon as I made my declaration the announcement came, “Mr. Randall, your car is ready.”
I know this all sounds remarkable and perhaps even unbelievable to you. But I know beyond any doubt who I met that
day: I met and had a face-to-face conversation with the
Lord. No one in Arizona knew I was wrestling with whether
to go into ministry or not, only my wife in North Carolina.
After returning to Fort Bragg I spoke with my unit chaplain
about it. His response to me was helpful. He just said if you
know you spoke to the Lord, then commit to serving Him in
all you do and make the plans necessary so when you do
retire you can begin doing what He called you to do. That is
exactly what I did.
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Since my conversation with the Lord, I have an unshakable belief in the need for meaningful Bible study. Scripture
is the Lord’s written revelation of who He is and what He
desires from us. Sadly, many people today never really
want to invest time and effort into a diligent study of the
Bible. The consequence for failing to know Scripture is to
not know the Lord God more correctly. I sincerely hope
each of you reading this will “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to
be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).
Until the nets are full,
Pastor Jim

August Sermon Information
The Scriptures are filled with many disturbing, difficult, and
diabolical stories. Yet, each of them should teach us something about God, His grace, life, and how people interact
with the Divine. Since the Bible asserts, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16),
all Scripture should be studied. So for August, each sermon
will look at one of those very difficult stories and examine
them closely so we can find the grace contained within
them.
August 7: Preserving Unity
Psalm 84:8-12; Acts 4:36-5:11
August 14: Grace in Wrath
Lamentations 4:1-22; Titus 3:1-11
August 21: Never Before Has This Happened
Judges 19:1-30; Romans 5:12-21
August 28: New Age/Old Sin
1 Samuel 28:1-25; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
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Christian Education is in search
of a few helping hands!
Help is needed with:
❖Fellowship Breakfast, every 3rd Sunday
❖Sunday School teachers for all ages
If you would like more information or are
interested in helping out, please see Dennis
Reid, Bill Groening, or Awilda Reyes (Ally).

Volunteer Today!
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Monthly Express Meal
Wednesday, August 17
6:00 pm

Pork Roast
Rice
Gravy
Steamed Veg
Dessert

$5 per person, no more than
$15 per family
Featured Speakers:

Jennifer Rogeux and Kelly Dyer
will introduce us to
Classical Conversations homeschooling,
a group now using the church
on Tuesdays, August through April.
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From APP

Steve Thrasher, APP Chair

July has been a relatively quiet month for APP,
after all the excitement in May and early June.
Major highlights were geared to ensuring the best
setting possible for Vacation Bible School, by having a plumber repair fixtures in both men’s and
women’s rooms. We also had an air conditioning
unit in the education wing repaired the week before VBS. Sadly, that unit is on its last legs, as this
was its second repair this year. Stay tuned . . . .

In the Mail . . .
A note of thanks to the wonderful
ladies of MacPherson Church. You
are always more than willing to help
me with our Funeral Receptions. I
love and appreciate you so much. It
is such a blessing to the grieving families, who
also appreciate you.
God Bless You All,
Betty Jo
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From Worship and Music
Mary Groening, W & M Chair

Summertime, and the living is easy!
Aside from a busy, fun-filled week in July for Vacation Bible School, we all seem to be
enjoying these lazy summer days.
Children are out of school and families are enjoying vacations. Although
we have no “special” Sundays in August, each week is an opportunity to
worship God, to praise Him and give thanks for all
our blessings. Remember, too, that we don’t take
the summer off for Sunday school. Summer is a
perfect time to invite friends to join us for worship.
Opportunities abound: Sunday worship services,
Tuesday evening Bible 101, Wednesday night Bible study, Monday morning prayer meeting. If you
can’t join us in person on Sunday mornings the
services are available on YouTube as are the Fireside Chats on Thursday evenings.
Take advantage of these opportunities to worship,
to fellowship, to renew your faith. As you fill these
long summer days with fun, friends, frolic, enjoy
the sun but remember the Son and set aside time
for worship.
From the rising of the sun to its setting
The name of the LORD is to be praised.
Psalm 113:3
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From Christian Ed
Bill Groening, Christian Ed Chair

Vacation Bible School was a total success! We
had 21 kids, 32 volunteers, 10 people in the adult
class, and 10 additional adults who were leaders/
teachers and on the
cooking team.
THANKS TO ALL
WHO ATTENDED
AND MADE THIS A
GREAT VBS!

The pictures show it
all! (See pp. 14-23.)
Building on this success, we are planning a fiveday VBS for next year.
Thanks also to the Men’s group who constructed a
“Gaga Ball Pit” and “Four Square” – both were
used by the youth during VBS. (Turn the page to
see the construction pictures, pp. 12-13.) Talk to
Jose Cardona who can tell you about the “epic battles” in the Gaga Pit. The next big event is Youth
Summer Camp, August 2-6.
Lastly, HELP Wanted ! We need a breakfast cooking team for the third Sunday of each month. See
Bill Groening, Dennis Reid, or Ally Reyes to sign
up and get more information. Thanks in advance.
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Thanks to the hard
work of the MacPherson Men and the
MacPherson Youth,
the church now
boasts its very own
Gaga Ball pit along
with two places to
play four-square!
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VBS 2022 began
with decorating
around the
church to get the
party started!
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The
opening
assembly
sets the
tone for the
night—and
the closing
gathering
pulls it all
together!

15

Drama, music,
story time,
puppets,
crafts—the
Food Truck
Party had it all!
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When your theme verse for
VBS is “Give us this day our
daily bread” (Matthew 6:11),
you bake communion bread
for the church!

17

This page and next, great
dinners every night,
games, crafts, and a little
face-painting for fun!
VBS 2022 had it all!
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Last night
smiles!
All of the
Food
Truck
“shifts”
(classes)
for VBS
2022!
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This isn’t everyone,
but you can’t have
VBS without great
adult helpers in all
areas, including the
kitchen! MacPherson’s VBS is held
every July and the
dates will be available soon. Won’t
you commit NOW
to serving Christ at
VBS 2023?
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It’s well worth it to
look into the
individual faces of
just some of the
sweet children and
youth touched by the
Word of God at
VBS 2022.
“And whoever receives
one such child in My
name receives Me.”
Matthew 18:5
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From Congregational Care
David Hesnard, Chairman

Here we are in the midst of completing Vacation Bible
School, enjoying vacation time with friends and family, and
relaxing from the daily grind! July has indeed been a busy
month! The Men’s Group completed two four-square
courts for use by the younger set in developing their competitive serving and return skills. One court is in the portecochere for inclement weather use and the second is in
the parking lot near the newly constructed Gaga Ball pit,
aka “Goat Pen.” The VBS crowd put both areas to wonderful use and thoroughly appreciate the Men’s Group for
providing a terrific way to channel their exuberant energy
levels.
Speaking of VBS, it was a blast with all the energy and
Bible references our children, youth
and volunteers shared relating to
God’s provision, love, and care involving food that we both physically
eat and spiritually share with the
wonderful phrase – “Give Us This
Day Our Daily Bread” from Matthew
6:11. You will see many pictures of
how that energy and learning were
channeled throughout the week
(see pp. 14-23). Kudos to the Christian Ed Team, the Youth, and Volunteers who put together
five days of learning, sharing, and experiencing food and
God’s provision from a unique food truck perspective.
Take a moment to give thanks for the blessings, freedoms, and opportunities we enjoy, and take time to share
how the Lord provides for us, each and every day, in his
faithful love, guidance, and protection. Stay well hydrated,
check up on one another and share life through respectful,
kind, compassionate, caring testimony that demonstrates
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the faith we claim.
Check the bulletin board for the opportunity to attend a
Woodpeckers Baseball game on Friday August 26 at 7:05
PM. Tickets are $15.75. See David Hesnard for details.
Always be ready to actively demonstrate Christ’s love for
your neighbor and remember that in all we say and do –
Give Thanks, Rejoice, and Share what Jesus has done in
your life.
In Prayer and Service,
David

A note of thanks
to EVERYONE
who has donated in the last
several weeks
to re-stock the
MacPherson
food pantry! It’s
been a long
time since the shelves were this well-stocked with
food that’s nutritious AND family friendly. With expenses for school supplies, clothes, and uniforms
coming up, this is often a season where families turn
to us for a little extra help to make their budget stretch
further. And please know that with inflation increases
hitting everyone’s pocket hard, we do not take for
granted your own sacrificial giving when you spend
some of your grocery budget to give to others in need
through the MacPherson food pantry. Every single donation helps—and thank you for all you have done!
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From Evangelism & Mission
Don Mollett, Chairman

The month of August devotional topics are all about
“Loving God.” Luke 10:27 tells us, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor
as yourself.” We not only give the Lord our all, but we
should also love our neighbor as ourselves. In today’s
world it is this I feel is most lacking in society. We see the
crime, death, and destruction in every country around
world. It is not enough to love the Lord; we must love our
neighbors with the same intensity as the Lord. I would ask
that as we meet people during our endeavors throughout
the day, show people the kindness and consideration you
would expect for yourself and be the shinning example of
God’s love for his people.
Updates on Events
Members of the E&M team were busy assisting the members of and visitors to the church as we celebrated Vacation Bible School for the youth of our church family. We
continue to review other opportunities for mission work
around the world and close to home. As we explore new
opportunities to share and grow in God’s love and blessings, we will continue to ask for God’s guidance and wisdom to place us at the right place and time to do the tasks
He has blessed us to execute.
Upcoming Events
The E&M Team will next meet at 7:00 pm, on 4 August in
room #228 and all are invited to join us as we look to other
opportunities to glorify God. Also, the Pastor and several
members of the church meet every Monday morning in
Aug (1 /8 /15 /22 /29) at 7:30 am, for prayer and devotional
in the fellowship hall. So if you need your spiritual battery
recharged, this is a great opportunity. And if you know
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someone who needs God’s healing hands, please invite
them to join you and fellowship together.
The Foster Care Back to School Drive began on 3 July
and has been extended in order to get as much help and
support as possible. We will be placing the Red Wagons
in locations outside the Sanctuary to receive the donations
of supplies. These gifts are needed
even more with the current economic
struggles all are facing daily. For
many the effects and hardships are
even greater. Please prayerfully consider the many needs that you may
be able to help with; share God’s
love in any way you can. The following items are needed
and will support those most in need this year:
Backpacks * Binders * Calculators * Protractors * Composition Books * Crayons * Glue Sticks (non-toxic) * Highlighters * Loose-leaf paper * Pencil Cases, Pencils * Pencil
Sharpeners * Pens, Rulers * Spiral Notebooks * Tissues
The Food Drive is back in full operations. Please bring any
items to help others in need, especially during these difficult time when many are having to choose between eating
or putting gas in the vehicle to get to work.
If you have ideas, concerns, or a passion for our outreach
and mission efforts, please contact Barney Treneman, Bill
Kern, Scott Cummings, or Don Mollett, or join us on Thursday, Aug 4th, 7 PM, room 228, for fellowship and God’s
work with the E&M team. You never know how important
a thought or suggestion is until it is given. Everyone has a
unique perspective on issues/topics that others may not so
share your perspectives so we all can benefit.
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August 2022
Prepare for the Harvest
Verse 1 – Pray to the Lord of the Harvest
Matthew 9:37-38
“Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into
his harvest.”
Verse 2 – Prepare for the Harvest
John 4:35
“Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then
comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your
eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.”
Verse 3 – God Supplies for the Harvest
2 Corinthians 9:10
“He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing
and increase the harvest of your righteousness.”
Verse 4 – Sow Righteousness in Peace
James 3:18
“And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by
those who make peace.”
Verse 5 – Pray for the Leaders of Habitat for Humanity, Operation Inasmuch, Our City, Our State,
and Our Country
Psalms 127:1
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it
labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the
city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”
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August Birthdays

See Paper Copy for This Content

29

30

6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205/Zoom)

9

8:00 am—4:00 pm Classical
Conversations Homeschoolers
(Various Rooms—See Rene)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205/Zoom)

8

7:30 am Monday Morning Prayer
Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

Communion
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm Young Disciples (#227)

Youth Depart for Summer Camp
Bus Reserved All Week

2

7:30 am Monday Morning Prayer
Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

Tuesday

1

Monday

7

Sunday

4:00 pm Knitwits (FH)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

10

Youth at Summer Camp

4:00 pm Knitwits (FH)
5:00 pm Worship & Music (FH)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
7:30 pm Christian Ed (FH)

3

Wednesday

6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)
7:00 pm Eagle Board of Review
(#224, #227)

11

Youth at Summer Camp

6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)
7:00 pm E & M (#228)
7:00 pm Congregational Care (FH/
Zoom)

4

Thursday

Friday

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

12

Youth at Summer Camp

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)

5

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
August 2022

FH Reserved by Pastor
3-7 pm

13

Youth Return
From Summer Camp

9 am—Noon
Classical Conversations
Challenge A Orientation (FH/K/P)

6

Saturday

31

15

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)
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7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

29

7:30 am Monday Morning
Prayer Meeting (FH)
6:30 pm Troop Meeting (FH)

14

Centsability Offering
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm M & Ms
12:15 pm Session (#205)
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12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm Young Disciples (#227)
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Food Drive
12:15 pm Youth Fellowship (FH/K)
12:15 pm M & Ms

8:00 am—4:00 pm Classical Conversations Homeschoolers
(Various Rooms—See Rene)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205/Zoom)

30

8:00 am—4:00 pm Classical Conversations Homeschoolers
(Various Rooms—See Rene)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205/Zoom)
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8:00 am—4:00 pm Classical Conversations Homeschoolers
(Various Rooms—See Rene)
12:00 pm National Federation for the
Blind (FH/K)
6:30 pm Bible 101 (#205/Zoom)
7:00 pm Troop Committee Meeting (P)
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2023 Calendar Dates
Due to Rene
4:00 pm Knitwits (FH)
5:00 pm Finance (#205)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
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4:00 pm Knitwits (FH)
5:30 pm Finance (#205)
6:00 pm BYOB & Bible Study (FH/
K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)

6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)
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6:00 pm Fireside Chat … (YouTube)

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
4:00 pm Knitwits (FH)
6:00 pm Express Meal & Bible
Study (FH/K/Zoom)
7:00 pm Freedom to Grow (#205)
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18

17

7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH, K)
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7:00 pm SOS: Seekers of Sobriety
(FH/K)

19

27
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Homecoming 2022
MacPherson Presbyterian Church

Sunday, September 18
Truly—put it on your calendar now!
Invite someone today!!

MacPherson Presbyterian Church
3525 Cliffdale Road, Fayetteville NC 28303
(910) 867-2113
church@macphersonchurch.com
www.macphersonchurch.com
Pastor
Church Secretary
René Bahrenfuss
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